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The Centre for Investigative Journalism (CJ) annual 
Summer School in investigative journalism will be 
held from 12-14 July 2013 at City University London 


The theme this year is High Risk Investigations and 
will focus on high risk investigations: taking on 
greedy corporations, secretive governments, cheats, 
criminals and predatory celebrities. 


A keynote session will feature a panel discussion 
on the Case of Jimmy Savile with: 

Mark Williams-Thomas — broke the story about the 
allegations of child abuse by Jimmy Savile in his 
documentary for ITV Exposure: the Other Side of Jimmy 
Savile. The programme won a prestigious Royal 
Television Society Award in 2012 for the best Home 
News coverage. Paul Connew -— former editor of the 
Sunday Mirror, who investigated claims by two 
women who claimed they were abused by Jimmy 
Savile, but decided against running the story at the 
time. Gavin Millar QC —- Defamation and Privacy 
Lawyer. Doughty Street Chambers. 


Keynote sessions are open to the public, tickets 
available cash only on the door. Other keynote 
sessions to be announced shortly. 


The programme includes: 


Data journalism and data visualisations, 
Understanding company accounts, Tax avoidance, 
Libel and privacy Law, Covert filming, Courts and 
reporting local councils, Freedom of Information Act 


To find out more about CIJ’s events, training courses 
and resource material on investigative journalism 
visit the website — www.tcij.org or call 0207 040 8220. 
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Editorial 


A DANGEROUS TIME FOR 
EUROPE AND DEMOCRACY 


By Gerry Gable 


THIS MONTH SEARCHLIGHT is devoting 
eight pages to the threat to democracy in 
Greece. At this time all those who care 
about combating Nazism and hate should 
come together to ensure postwar history 
in Europe is not repeated, with the 
destruction of whole sections of society 
such as under the rule of the Colonels in 
Greece from 1967 to 1974 and the mass 
genocidal killings in the Balkans in the 
early 1990s. After the Second World War 
people thought fascism and genocide had 
been banished from Europe for good, but 
that proved not to be the case. 

Now the austerity that has affected 
many parts of the world since the 
financial crash that started in the USA 
has resulted in a growth of far-right 
extremism even in countries that were 
seen as strong democracies. This is 
undermining postwar progress. 
Parliamentary democracy in Spain, 
Portugal, Italy and Greece has been 
threatened at one level or another, but 
it is in Greece in particular that we are 
witnessing a clear rightward shift. We see 
to our horror the growth of racial and 
religious hatred, and fascistic parties 
winning parliamentary seats, chief among 
them Golden Dawn, which Searchlight 
warned of many years ago with a front 
cover story and investigation. Now its 
representatives sit in the Greek 
parliament and there is some evidence 
that they also have their jackboots under 
the table at Cabinet level. People are 
being murdered, beaten, chased into 
exile, and strikers forced back to work 
at gun point. 

Those on the front line fighting fascism 


in Greece should have the strongest 
support not only from antifascists but 
also from all those who believe in 
democracy internationally. Supporters 
of democracy come from many political 
strands: we are working with people from 
across a wide spectrum of resistance. 
We do it in the spirit of sinking our 
differences and uniting to smash Golden 
Dawn and its supporters, both within 
Greece and outside it. 

Read on and decide what contribution 
you can make and join an international 
solidarity movement we can all be 
proud of. 


Dates for Searchlight supporters 
Preparations are gearing up for the 
fiftieth anniversary of the foundation of 
Searchlight in May 1964. On Saturday 

1 June, with less than one year to go to 
the anniversary, Searchlight will put on 

a musical benefit evening in London 
featuring the brilliant Tayo Aluko. Details 
on the back page. 

On Saturday 16 November Searchlight 
will hold a one-day conference at the 
Bishopsgate Institute in London. The 
venue holds 270 people and attendance is 
free. We invite everyone who has worked 
with and supported Searchlight at any 
time over the past 50 years for a day of 
debate and discussion about the way 
forward for the antifascist movement in 
Britain. In the evening we hope to hold a 
cultural fundraising event for Searchlight. 
We are appealing to our supporters in the 
trade union movement to sponsor and 
financially support the event and help us 
identify a suitable venue. 


Visit www.searchlightmagazine.com for news 


and updates, blogs and reader comments 
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Greece fights back 


Alex Tsipras, leader of Syriza, gave the following speech at Friends House in 
London on 15 March to a packed rally made up of members of the Greek 
community and supporters of the fight against Golden Dawn. At the Greek 
parliamentary election in June 2012, Syriza came second with 26.9% of the vote, 
just 170,475 votes fewer than the conservative New Democracy party, which 
therefore took the extra 50 seats for coming first. This is probably one of the most 
important political speeches from a socialist leader in Europe in several decades. 


COMRADES AND FRIENDS, 

Europe is on edge. Two worlds collide. On one side stand 
the productive forces of democracy, the people fighting to 
create a society of justice, equality and freedom. On the 
other side, a neoliberal biopolitical project unfolds. Its aim is 
to control bodies and minds through the politics of fear: to 
discipline human life in its entirety, to intensify the 
exploitation of labour and to increase the profits of capital. 

| am privileged to address you here in the heart of 
London today to declare that we are part of the experiment 
of democracy. We in Syriza believe that radical democratic 
changes are the only way out of the crisis for the people 
of Europe. 

This is not an optimistic illusion. It is the compelling 
conclusion of rational argument and detailed analysis. 

It is widely accepted that the strategy of European elites 
and the Greek government cannot provide a viable 
prospect of exit from the crisis. The only thing that austerity 
has accomplished is to plunge Europe into economic 
depression and to throw Greece into an unprecedented 
humanitarian crisis. Austerity is leading the Greek economy 
and society down a catastrophic path. This is not an 
assertion, it is a fact! Numerous reports of European and 
international institutions confirm it. 

| will only mention some of the most striking statistical 
evidence. This is the sixth consecutive year of economic 
recession. The latest Morgan Stanley forecast predicts the 
same for next year too. The Greek economy has contracted 
by 20% since 2008. Workers and pensioners have lost 
more than 30% of their income in the last three years. 
Unemployment keeps increasing and is approaching a scary 
30%, with youth unemployment at nearly 60%. A new 
wave of emigration leads hundreds of thousands of highly 
qualified graduates and scientists abroad, undermining any 
future recovery. 

Austerity policies have led to cuts in benefits, deregulation 
of the labour market and the further deterioration of the 
limited welfare state. Collective bargaining has been 
abolished and every aspect of life has been subjected to the 
demands of capitalist profit and fiscal discipline. 

European elites and the Greek government have 
sufficient evidence that these policies cannot yield any 
positive results. The IMF has confessed that its economists 
have failed in any attempt to predict the consequences of 
horizontal cuts and of other austerity measures. 

Everybody now knows that austerity policies create a 


vicious spiral of austerity, recession, increase in debt. Why 
then do the European and Greek rulers continue with this 
self-defeating strategy? 

The answer is obvious. Their true goals are different from 
those officially and publicly pronounced. They actually aim 
at a total transformation of the social framework. They 
seek the creation of an economic environment based on 
cheap labour, Special economic zones, deregulation of the 
labour market, tax exemptions for capital, and extensive 
privatisation of public goods and services. 

European and Greek elites use public debt as blackmail 
for the imposition of this transformative strategy. Their 
scheme is a subtle technology of power aiming to exclude 
alternative political programmes. If the debt did not exist, 
the elites would have to invent it. 

The austerity policies associated with the debt crisis are 
not imposed on Greece by the troika. Samaras and his 
political allies, PASOK and the Democratic Left, play a 
crucial role in instigating, planning, and implementing the 
austerity programmes. This became more than obvious 
when the “internal troika" refused our demand to 
renegotiate the loan agreement, even after the IMF 
admitted their repeated multiplier error. 

The Greek government is prepared to go to the bitter end 
in order to please its social allies: big capital and the corrupt 
elites. Its willingness to implement fully this catastrophic 
programme has dramatically transformed the state and 
carries unprecedented perils for democracy. 

The Samaras coalition has intensified the trend started by 
the Papadimos government: they circumvent the separation 
of powers and the constitution by passing legislation through 
ministerial decrees and without Parliamentary approval. 

Austerity has led to growing popular disobedience and 
resistance, and it has triggered unprecedented police 
repression. A near state of exception has been imposed in 
Greece. Unlimited state violence and repression has been 
unleashed against anyone who dares to resist. Basic civil 
liberties and constitutional rights are constantly violated. 

The torture of detainees by the Greek police, revealed by 
The Guardian, is sadly just one of many examples. Violent 
police repression in Chalkidiki, where the local community 
resists an environmentally catastrophic goldmine 
investment, is another. The continuous attacks on 
immigrants by fascist thugs, under police protection or 
tolerance, create a sense of undeclared war in the streets of 
Athens and throughout Greece. 
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The government does not hesitate to implement its 
catastrophic plans. It has launched a violent shift to the far 
right, endangering the European liberal and humanist 
tradition and democracy itself. 

Samaras's plan is clear. Based on a pretext of law and 
order, he is trying to create a political pole that will halt the 
advance of the Left. He exploits the conservative reflexes 
and the justified fear of the victims of the economic crisis, 
in order to attract those voting for Golden Dawn, the 
advancing neo-Nazi party. 

The latest episode of this political drama took place three 
days ago, when it was revealed that the Minister of the 
Interior has appointed a Nazi apologist and Holocaust 
revisionist as an adviser on issues of nationality and 
immigration. Despite our calls for his resignation he is still in 
his position. 

Syriza has a political and moral responsibility to put an 
end to this social disaster. We are responsible not only 
towards ourselves and future generations. We are 
responsible towards the European tradition and the 
European vision. Towards our own past and future. 

But do we have an answer? Is there an alternative to 
neoliberal domination in Greece and in Europe? Or are we, 
as our critics say, just demagogues and populists who only 
know how to deny the obvious and to deceive? 

It is always easy for our political rivals to call anyone who 
resists a populist and a demagogue. Every political force 
that has an alternative political agenda and vision, every 
political agent that dares to deny their one-way solutions, is 
either a utopian or a fraud. 

To this we emphatically respond: we do affirmative 
politics! Every single of our noes is followed by a decisive 
yes. We affirm a political strategy for justice, equality and 
freedom; a plan for human emancipation. 

But we are no utopians. We know that in order to change 
the situation we need to be both idealists and visionaries, but 
at the same time also brutal pragmatists. Our pragmatism, 
however, is subject to our vision for radical change. It is not a 
step back but a necessary precaution. Because we know that 
to be successful we must trust in the power of the people, in 
the productive power of democracy and participation. 

We will never compromise our principles. 

What is the alternative then for Europe and Greece? 

Syriza has stated that a future government will put a stop 


to the austerity policies while, at the same time, 
renegotiating the loan agreement with our creditors. Syriza 
argues that an economically viable strategy must follow the 
model of the 1953 London Debt Agreement, which gave 
the postwar German economy a kick start and helped it 
create the “economic miracle" of the postwar era. 

Let us re-emphasise the point. Without the London 
Agreement, there would have been no German 
economic miracle. 

The central planks of that deal were debt reduction, a 
huge investment drive through the Marshall Plan, and 
financing terms linked to export and growth performance. 
We see no reason why in 2013 such a settlement is not also 
the appropriate way forward for the whole of the South, 
and for Greece. 

Why can't we have a new conference on the debt in the 
South of the Eurozone? Why have we accepted such 
diminished expectations, such a conservative approach, 
now that the step-by-step and country-by-country 
approach has so evidently failed? 

This new settlement is only one aspect of our political 
plan. We are well aware that the Greek economy cannot 
recover if we don't implement a series of economic, 
institutional and democratic reforms, which will radically 
change the picture of the Greek society and state. 

Our first priority is to freeze all measures reducing wages 
and pensions and to restore the minimum wage to pre- 
Memorandum levels. This will be a crucial step in our effort 
to stop the downward spiral of economic depression and to 
restore the dignity and prospects of the Greek working 
class. The restoration of the minimum wage is a 


Paul Mackney of the Greek Solidarity Campaign read out a message of support from 
Tony Benn, President of the campaign 


Message from Tony Benn to the Syriza meeting 


| had hoped to be with you tonight, as President of the Greece Solidarity Campaign, to welcome 
Alexis Tsipras, the leader of a party for hope in Greece ... and for democracy in Europe. 


Unfortunately, health problems have meant that | have to stay at home. 
We greatly appreciate Alexis coming to London and would be delighted to welcome him back soon. 


My best wishes to you all for this historic meeting. 


Tony Benn 
15 March 2013 


Greek Solidarity Campaign: http://greecesolidarity.org 


6 | Searchlight | April 2013 


Solidarity with the Greek people with the Greek people 


precondition for exiting the crisis and would be a victory for 
the social classes and forces that the Left represents. 

It is also time to put forward a radical tax reform that 
will redistribute the burden of taxation and restore justice. 
It is common knowledge among progressive politicians 
and activists, but also among the troika and the Greek 
government, that the burden of the crisis has been carried 
exclusively by public and private sector workers and 
pensioners. 

This has to stop. It is time for the rich to contribute their 
share in our attempt to exit the crisis, and we commit 
ourselves to that task. We will confront the long standing 
problem of tax evasion and tax avoidance. We will pursue 
and tax the capital removed from Greece, to buy luxury 
flats in Mayfair and Chelsea. 

We will secure the viability of the banking system by 
introducing social and public control of banks. The banking 
system we envision will support environmentally viable 
public investment and cooperative initiatives. It will 
promote quality regional products, renewable energy 
sources and crucial infrastructure improvement projects. 

What we need is a banking system devoted to the public 
interest — not one bowing to capitalist profit. A banking 
system at the service of society, a banking system that 
serves as a pillar for growth. 

Economic reforms, however, are required but not sufficient 
for exiting the crisis. They need to be supplemented by 
drastic changes in the political and administrative system. We 
need to restore confidence in the ability of democracy to 
provide solutions for the whole population. This is of course 
an enormous task. It requires the mobilisation of all the social 
forces who have an interest in fighting corruption, cronyism, 
clientelism, and public sector inefficiency. 

None of these political aims can be achieved, of course, 
without popular support and participation. This is exactly 
the new element that we want to introduce in the political 
system. Workers, pensioners, the youth and the 
unemployed are only passive observers of political 
developments. They are almost entirely excluded from 
processes of decision-making. 

This, too, has to stop. All vital forces of our society need 
to return to politics and decision-making. And the state 
must be radically transformed in order to support the vision 
of a society that takes its present life and future prospects, 
in its own hands. 

The political programme that Syriza puts forward presents 


a complete hegemonic project. It is not just about winning 
elections and forming a government; it is about gaining 
power and moving Greece in a democratic socialist direction. 
As Gramsci once wrote, the Modern Prince, the political 
party of the left, needs to “become the basis of a modern 
laicism or popular transformation, of a complete popular 
remaking of the whole of life and all customary relations”. 

We don't start from scratch in this endeavour. We, the 
movements and the political forces of the European Left 
have achieved much. Much more than someone would 
have expected a few years ago. 

After the uprisings of 2011, from the indignados of 
Puerta del Sol and Syntagma Square, after the 
unprecedented resistance all over the world, nothing is the 
same. Last summer, SYRIZA came close to winning the 
elections and making another step in the overthrow of the 
dangerous and corrupt political elite in Greece. 

We did not succeed then. But we will very soon. 

And we are not alone any more. A new wave of popular 
struggles is emerging all over Europe. The balance of power 
has started to shift. From Lisbon to Madrid, from Paris to 
Athens, a new wave of mobilisation and resistance has 
begun. Soon it will reach London. 

The politics of austerity will come to an end. What we 
need to do is to oversee its demise. Resistance is in the air 
and from resistance grows the seed of change. For the first 
time since the eighties, Europe is on edge. It finds itself at a 
crossroads. It will either follow the path of a permanent state 
of exception, aiming to control growing popular resistance, 
or it will choose — we will choose — a radical act of change 
that will entirely transform the field of economy and politics. 

We, the European Left, need to learn from the resistance 
of the popular movements, and at the same time we need 
to express their aspirations at the political level, exactly in 
order to change what politics means. 

We need to leave the managerial attitude of technocrats 
and bureaucrats behind. We need to unite with the people 
and express their aspirations for a just and egalitarian world. 

Our aim is not just to rescue the economy from the death 
throes of neoliberal austerity. Our aim is to change the 
dominant capitalist paradigm. 

We will not be able to achieve our aims without the 
solidarity and the help of the European Left and of trade 
unions. Our struggle is the same. 

The future of Greece, the future of Europe depends on 
our success. 


033: Alexis Tsipras (second from right) on the platform at Friends House, London 


A packed hall of Greek and British socialists and antifascists listens to Alex Tsipras's speech 
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European Antifascist Manifesto 


SIXTY EIGHT 
YEARS after the 
end of World 
War Two and the 
defeat of Fascism 
and Nazism we 
are witnessing 

almost 

everywhere in Europe 
the rise of extreme right. But, and this is an even more 
distressing phenomenon, we see the emergence and 
growth to the right of this extreme right, plainly neo-Nazi 
forces which, in some cases (Greece, Hungary ...) are 
putting down roots in society building popular, radical, 
racist, ultra-violent, and pogromist mass movements. Their 
declared objective is to destroy all working class trade- 
union, political and cultural organizations, to crush any 
citizens’ resistance, to deny the right to difference and to 
exterminate — even physically — those who are “different” 
and those who are most vulnerable. 

Like in the 20s and 30s, the ultimate cause of this 
extreme right and neo-fascist threat is the deep economic, 
social, political and even moral and ecological crisis of 
capitalism which, giving the debt crisis as a pretext, is 
leading to an unprecedented attack on the standard of 
living, the freedoms and rights of workers, of all those from 
below! By exploiting the fears of the well-to-do of the risks 
of a social explosion, the radicalization of middle classes 
destroyed by the crisis and sweeping austerity measures as 
well as the despair of marginalized and impoverished 
unemployed people, extreme right and most of all neo- 
Nazi and neo-fascist forces are growing everywhere in 
Europe. They are gaining mass influence in the poorer 
layers of society turning this influence systematically 
against traditional and newer scapegoats (immigrants, 
Muslims, Jews, LGBT, disabled people ...) as well as against 
left wing organizations and trade unions. 

The influence and radicalism of this extreme right is not 
the same throughout Europe. However, the general 
implementation of sweeping austerity measures is already 
making the rise of the extreme right an almost general 
phenomenon. The conclusion is clear: The fact that the rise 
of the extreme right and the emergence of an ultra-violent 
mass neofascism are no longer an exception to the 
European rule now impels the antifascists of this continent 
to confront this problem in its real dimensions, that is as 
problem of European dimensions! 

However, saying all that is not enough if we do not add 
that the fight against the extreme right and neo-Nazism is 
extremely urgent. In fact, the neo-fascist threat in many 
European countries is already so direct and immediate it has 
transformed the antifascist struggle into the first priority, a 
battle of life and death, in which the left and the workers’ 
organizations, freedom and democratic rights, solidarity 
and tolerance and the right to difference are all at stake. 
Saying that we are engaged in a race against racist 
barbarism and neo-fascism corresponds to a reality 
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verified every day in the streets of our European cities. 

Considering the depth of the crisis and the enormity of 
the social damage it produces, the intensity of political 
polarization, the determination and aggressiveness of 
dominant classes, the historic importance of what is at 
stake in the current confrontation and the extent of the rise 
of the extreme right it is clear that the antifascist struggle 
constitutes a strategic choice requiring an organizational 
plan and a long term political and militant investment. 
Therefore, antifascist struggle has to be closely linked to 
everyday struggle against the austerity measures and the 
system which generate them. 

In order to be efficient and meet the expectations of the 
population, antifascist struggle has to be unitary, 
democratic and be conducted by the popular masses 
themselves. To this end, citizens have to organize their 
antifascist struggle and their self-defence themselves. At 
the same time, and in order to be effective, this struggle 
must be global, confronting the extreme right and 
neofascism everywhere, the poison of racism and 
xenophobia, chauvinism and militarism, of the cult of blind 
violence and the denial of gas chambers and Auschwitz 
itself. In short, in order to be effective in the long run, the 
antifascist fight has to propose in actions an alternative 
vision of society, diametrically opposite to the one 
proposed by the extreme right. That is a society founded 
on solidarity, tolerance and fraternity, rejection of 
machismo, rejection of women's oppression and respect for 
the right to difference, internationalism and scrupulous 
protection of Nature, defence of democratic and humanistic 
values. 

This European antifascist movement has to be the heir of 
the great antifascist traditions of our continent! To that 
end it should lay the foundations of a social movement 
with stable structures and everyday activities, penetrating 
the whole society, organizing antifascist citizens in 
networks according to their profession, residence and 
sensibility, carrying out the fight in all fields of human 
activities and assuming completely the task of the — even 
physical — protection of the most vulnerable citizens, the 
immigrants, the Roma, the national, black and ethnic 
minorities, the Muslims, the Jews and LGBT people, of all 
those who are systematically victims of State racism and 
the fascist mob. 

It is therefore because the need for antifascist 
mobilization on a European scale is becoming day after day 
more pressing that we who sign this manifesto are calling 
for the establishment of a mass unitary, democratic 
European Antifascist Movement, able to confront and 
defeat the brown plague which is raising its head on our 
continent. We will do our utmost to have the founding 
congress of this European Antifascist Movement, that we 
need so badly, to take place in Athens in the spring 2013 
and to combine it with a big European antifascist 
demonstration in the streets of the Greek capital. 

This time, history must not be repeated! 
NO PASARAN! 
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New Democracy top of 


of backing junta 


HOT DOC MONTHLY magazine, run by Costas Vaxevanis, 
the journalist who revealed the names of the 2,062 Greeks 
with US$1.95 billion in secret Swiss bank accounts that 
haven't been checked for possible tax evasion for nearly three 
years, has published charges that Ilias Philippakopoulos, chief 
of staff to the conservative New Democracy party's Secretary- 
General, was a sympathiser of the brutal military dictatorship 
that ruled Greece from 1967-74. 

By virtue of his position, Philippakopoulos is a high- 
ranking official in Prime Minister Antonis Samaras's 
government. Samaras had no immediate comment on the 
article. The junta is idolised by the neo-Nazi Golden Dawn 
party, which has 18 seats in the Greek Parliament and has 
an anti-immigrant stance, which New Democracy has 
adopted as well. 

The magazine reproduced a letter it claimed he sent to 
the former dictator, Colonel Georgios Papadopoulos, 
congratulating him on the junta's second anniversary and 
expressing his support. 

According to the article, Philippakopoulos was President 
of the students’ union during the military dictatorship. The 
dictatorship, referred to as the junta, seized power on 21 
April 1967 after a US-backed coup and quickly crushed all 
opposition, banned all parties and unions and restricted 
democratic rights. The student unions, which were 
progressive at the time, were replaced by government- 
controlled unions without elections and lacked any 
democratic legitimacy. 

Philippakopoulos was appointed student union president 
of the Metsoveion Polytechnic School, the largest university 
in Greece at the time and scene of a students’ rebellion in 
1973. During the junta only people closely attached to the 
regime were allowed to occupy positions in unions and 
public sector jobs. Students who were against the regime, a 
vast majority, to make them themselves distinct created a 
free students’ union called Anti-EFEE, where EFEE was the 
name of the Greek National Students’ Union. 

In 1969, Greece was kicked out of the Council of Europe, 
an international organisation that champions the law, 


Nikolaos Michalokiakos, leader of Golden Dawn (centre) 


‘icial accused 


By Spyros Kouvoussis 


freedom, human rights and democracy. Philippakopoulos sent 
letters to the dictator, Papadopoulos, to congratulate him on 
his “conflict with the barbarian Europeans” as he put it. 

Samaras’s party also includes Makis Voridis, who tried 
to form an ultra-nationalist party years ago and was a 
member of the ultra-conservative LAOS party before 
jumping ship to take a position in New Democracy. Two 
decades ago, he was photographed holding an axe and 
chasing citizens in the streets of Athens as part of a far- 
right gang. 

Public Order Minister Nikos Dendias used to be a member 
of ENEK, a neo-Nazi rival to Golden Dawn in the 1980s. 
Adonis Georgiadis is also a first-line MP of the party who 
used to be an MP for LAOS and left after it failed to enter 
parliament in 2012. Failos Kranidiotis, the Prime Minister's 
personal consultant, has espoused hardline tactics as well. 
This article is reproduced, slightly abridged, from 
http://greece.greekreporter.com. 


Supporters display Golden Dawn's evocative flag 


Golden Dawn supporters 
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Golden Dawn: propaganda of hatred 
for the new generations 


By Katja Schwarz 


NO DOUBT THAT Golden Dawn 
knows very well what it is doing: 
winning youngsters’ souls will 
make it take root in Greek society. 
After all, Golden Dawn's had 
already published its intentions in 
2008 though its Youth Front, 
“Antepithesi” (Counterattack). 
Since then it has been calling for a 
“struggle” in schools, gyms and all 
gathering places of children and 
youngsters. 

Some years later, after it entered 
parliament, Golden Dawn's 
promise — or rather its threat — 
came true. Not only did it manage 
to infiltrate schools, it also opened 
a “catechism school” for children 
aged 6 to 10. 

The first school of its kind for 
Golden Dawn's “little friends” 
opened its doors at the end of 
February in the offices of the local 
organisation of Artemida, Eastern 
Attica. About 20 children together 
with their parents were the 
pioneers of “a new cycle of 
spiritual awakening", which the 
organisation pompously named 
“children's moulding". Two 
“teachers” of Golden Dawn's local 
organisation spoke to the children 
about ancient Greek thought 
(cosmogony, the Olympian gods, 
the ancient Greek pantheon) and 
the Christian faith, in order to 
“regenerate the Greek spirit”. 

Nevertheless, Golden Dawn 
insists that it does not direct 
propaganda at children and 
actually accuses the state of 
conducting propaganda against 
Golden Dawn in schools. The 
organisation also states that it will 
start running history classes at its 
local offices with free attendance 
for all Greeks. In this way, it will 
make up for the lack of history 
classes in schools, for which — 
according to the Golden Dawn — 
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the left-wing MP Maria Repoussi is 
responsible. 

Golden Dawn's popularity in 
schools has been rising. According 
to adolescents, many of their 
companions call themselves 
nationalists today, in contrast to 
some years ago when anarchism 
was hip. They wear Golden Dawn 
shirts or army outfits in school. In a 
high school in Athens’ northern 
suburbs, students report that since 
the 2010 municipal elections three 
to four students with far-right 
beliefs have popped up in each 
classroom. 

The adolescents have also started 
amusing themselves by chasing 
immigrants after school. These kids 
are not necessarily Golden Dawn 
members. They saw adults do it, 
some of them say, they tried it for 
fun, and then “they got used to 
it". Others believe they have every 
reason for beating up immigrants, 
as Golden Dawn's members have. 

“It's just our hobby. Whoever 
doesn't have papers should get 
beaten up”, according to a 14- 
year-old student from western 
Athens. Another of the same age 
adds: “We have been beating 
them for a year now ... | have 
beaten up a lot of them. Ten, 
fifteen. Something like that.” 

According to a 17-year-old 
student, who defines himself as 
nationalist and a staunch supporter 
of Golden Dawn, these kids who 
chase immigrants for fun will 
sooner or later join Golden Dawn. 
He says they exploit the name of 
the organisation to intimidate 
people, including their professors — 
some of whom get threatened if 
they do not give them good 
grades. 

In February, some students at a 
secondary school in Pireaus tied an 
Indian student to a tree with a 


rope. They were punished with 
expulsion, accepted blame, and 
said their motives were not racist. 
The principal, nevertheless, was 
shocked by society's apathy, since 
the incident took place at noon in 
a central place, but nobody 
intervened. 

One teacher from a Pireaus 
school, who has some racist- 
minded students, says they are 
doing it to prove they are not at 
the bottom of society. Each house 
in the neighbourhood has at least 
one person unemployed, so the 
kids blame the immigrants for that. 

Golden Dawn for its part is ready 
to welcome these youngsters. 
Although officially the party states 
it does not approach students and 
does not accept youths in its offices 
without their parents, practice 
attests to the opposite. The above- 
mentioned 17-year-old staunch 
supporter of Golden Dawn visited 
its headquarters when he was 15. 
He says they want to draw new 
members in and that they are really 
friendly. They even asked for his 
phone number to let him know 
about meetings. Despite the 
organisation's rules, they do not 
impose any age limit in practice. 
What matters is appearance code. 
One needs to believe in their 
ideology, or have a strong build, or 
know people, and they give them 
flags. Then, they test potential new 
members when things get “rough” 
to see if they are worth it. 

Teachers, in response, plan 
school trips to the Museum of 
Political Exiles in Athens and pass 
questionnaires to students trying 
to evaluate the children's stance 
towards immigrants with the help 
of psychologists. In this way they 
hope the hunting of immigrants 
will stop being a game. Let us 
hope so too. 
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Far right pulls 


‘ee 


government's strings 


By Kevin Ovenden 


FASCISTS AND RACIST, nationalist populists are 
having a direct effect on the politics of Europe even 
though they are not in power. 

Nowhere is this more clearly apparent than in 
austerity-racked Greece with the rise of the fascist 
Golden Dawn and a sharp shift to the right by the 
governing coalition. 

Some 85 MPs of Prime Minister Antonis Samaras's 
conservative New Democracy party tabled an overtly 
racist bill last month. It says that only citizens of 
Greece who have Greek blood (i.e. a parent who is 
“ethnically Greek") can serve in the army. Leave 
aside, for a moment, serving in the army: the bill 
would put into law a distinction between those who 
could acquire Greek citizenship through passing 
citizenship tests (and other routes such as residency 
or being born within the territory) and “true Greeks” 
by virtue of their “race”. 

Once established the apartheid notion of second- 
class citizenship can then migrate to police, access to 
services, education and so on. In addition, New 
Democracy is determined to rescind even the limited 
moves of a previous Pasok government to grant 
citizenship rights to the Greek-born children of 
immigrants. 

Samaras's governing coalition includes the centre- 
left parties, Dimar and Pasok, which back the 
austerity memorandums that are crucifying Greek 
people. Those two say they will oppose the “Greek 
blood" bill (as, of course, do the left wing Syriza 
opposition party and the Communist Party). 

But it is supported by the MPs of Golden Dawn and 
by the racist-nationalist Independent Greeks, led by 
Panos Kammenos — the Greek equivalent of Nigel 
Farage. The combined vote of those two (which are 
not in the government and say they are against 
austerity) and New Democracy is enough for the bill 
and similar legislation, such as the dangerous move 
to unilaterally declare an exclusive economic zone at 
the expense of Turkey in the Aegean, to pass. 

The Samaras government and its predecessors have 
already been quite prepared to enact racist measures 
to scapegoat immigrants, such as the rounding up of 


70,000 migrants or those taken to be since August of 
last year under the Orwellian named Operation 
Xenios Zeus: Zeus the hospitable. 

But this new rehabilitation of 19th century “blood 
nationalism" and all that it connotes from the Europe 
of the first half of the century that followed crosses 
an ideological threshold. It marks a reversal of the 
trend in international law and treaties since the 
Holocaust and the Second World War either to 
supersede rights based on ethnic nationalism or at 
least to mitigate the discriminatory effects through 
providing avenues for the same rights to be granted 
to non-ethnic citizens, thus removing any legal 
privilege afforded by “blood line”. 

It reveals also a dynamic that in different 
permutations is being played out elsewhere. 

An unpopular centre-right is relying in parliament 
on the pro-austerity social democrats to drive 
through the assault on living standards. But 
politically, to shore up popular support, it is leaning 
towards and on the hard racist, fascist or far right, 
which has been able to grow out of conditions of 
economic distress and from official anti-immigrant 
scapegoating and Islamophobia. 

In this way both the austerity and the racism are 
intensified - in deeds and not only rhetoric. And the 
fascist or xenophobic right is doubly legitimised: as a 
recipient of despairing bitterness and with a claim to 
be the driving force that gets steps taken towards 
their promise of kicking out the immigrants and 
“purifying” the nation. 

So the eruption of a broad yet focused movement 
against Golden Dawn and challenging the underlying 
racism it feeds on since the general election in June 
last year is very welcome. 

The KEERFA anti-fascist initiative succeeded on 19 
January in mobilising a wider coalition against the 
fascists. Its work is a vital part of breaking a vicious 
cycle that threatens to entrench and legitimise 
fascists and the far right across much of Europe. 


Kevin Ovenden is a national officer of Unite Against 
Fascism 
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Golden Dawn calls for Estée Lauder boycott 


GOLDEN DAWN HAS called for a boycott of Estée Lauder 
cosmetic products after World Jewish Congress President 
Ronald Lauder urged Greece to ban the neo-Nazi group. 

Due to the “hostile attack on Greek sovereignty, freedom 
and interests, Lauder's cosmetics monopoly Estée Lauder 
must be boycotted," said a statement on the website of 
Golden Dawn's New York branch. 

Lauder, speaking at a ceremony on 17 March to 
commemorate the destruction of the historic Jewish 
community in Thessaloniki by the Nazis, called on Greece 
to take a tougher stance against Golden Dawn. 

Golden Dawn erupted onto the political scene last year, 
winning 7% of the vote, or 18 seats, in the 300-member 
Parliament. Recent polls have indicated the party, which 


runs on a fierce anti-immigrant platform, now has 14 to 
18% support. Jewish and international groups have 
condemned Golden Dawn as racist and antisemitic. 

Golden Dawn slammed Lauder for interfering in Greek 
politics. “An institution that is not Greek and does nothing to 
contribute to Greek well-being is demanding [Greek Prime 
Minister Antonis] Samaras ban the third largest party, which 
enjoys up to 18% of the electorate's support, all in the name 
of liberal democracy nonetheless," the statement said. 

“The World Jewish Congress claims to speak on behalf of 
Greece's 5,000 Jews. Why does Samaras care more about 
the opinions of 5,000 over one million Greeks, if Greece is 
truly a democracy?” the statement continued. 

From the Jewish Telegraph Agency 


Greek Jews urge sacking of ministerial 
adviser who justified Nazi crimes 


THE CENTRAL BOARD of Jewish Communities in Greece 
(KIS) has called for the sacking of an adviser to the 
country's deputy Interior Minister. loannis Kotoula, who 
works for Alternate Minister Charalambos Athanasiou of 
the New Democracy party, has repeatedly justified the 
crimes committed by the Nazis in his books and belittled 
the atrocities that were committed under the German 
occupation of Greece during the Second World War, it 
has emerged. 

The KIS expressed indignation at the fact that Kotoula is 
employed by Athanasiou's office. The official's revisionist 


texts about Hitler and his “shameless justification of the 
Nazi concentration camps and of the German 
bombardments of Greek cities" during the war were 
“an insult to the memory of the victims of the German 
occupation and of the Holocaust”, the KIS statement said. 
The organisation emphasised that “at a time when the 
struggle against neo-Nazism is also a struggle for 
democracy itself, revisionists of the Nazi atrocities and the 
Holocaust must not occupy any position in the service of 
the Greek state”. 
Reported by the World Jewish Congress 


Golden Dawn candidate thrown into the sea 


A GOLDEN DAWN parliamentary candidate was thrown 
into the sea in Chania on the north coast of Crete by local 
people reacting to the attacks against immigrants and other 
residents by Golden Dawn supporters in the city centre. 

The incident involving Stelios Viamakis took place on the 
evening of 2 April. Around ten GD members had spent the 
afternoon getting drunk at a café, singing various songs 
and giving the Nazi salute. The café was a few metres from 
a Chania AEK football fan club and from the local 
Communist Party offices. 

After leaving the café around 7pm and moving towards 
Chania's Venetian harbour, the GD members attacked two 
immigrants, according to witnesses, and came to verbal 
confrontation with a teacher and several other people. 
Scuffles broke out between the GD members and 
anarchists who had gathered at the Fountain square, during 
which Vlamakis was thrown into the sea and two other 
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members of the organisation, aged 43 and 23, were 
injured, needing hospital treatment. 

Police arrested four GD members, the teacher and a 
waiter. At the police station the teacher filed a lawsuit 
against two GD members accusing them of abuse, while 
the GD members sued the young teacher, as well as a local 
journalist who had not even been present during the 
incident. The GD members also filed a lawsuit against four 
youths, accusing them of the beating. 

According to eye-witness accounts from neighbours, 

GD members also attacked an officer from the NATO 
military force, whose colleagues rushed to his defence. 

Meanwhile, after the fight, members of the Communist 
Party marched through Chania to protest against GD's 
presence. 

Adapted from an article from Ta Nea newspaper, translated 
by the “I can’t relax in Greece” blog 
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UKIP overshadows far right's election effort 


By Sonia Gable 


JUDGING BY THE EAGERNESS of 
some to write off the British National 
Party, it is perhaps surprising that it 
has managed to amass over 100 
candidates for the local elections on 2 
May. Even so, it is less than one quarter 
of the number the last time most of 
these seats were fought in 2009. 

Elections are being held for all 27 
county councils and eight single-tier 
unitary authorities in England — over 
2,400 seats. Many of the BNP's 
stronger areas, such as they are, do 
not have elections, but even so, the 
list of candidates is patchy. At the time 
of writing, the BNP has about 30 
candidates in the West Midlands and 
similar in the East Midlands. Another 
15 are in the North West, 13 in each 
of the East of England and the South 
East, four in the North East and one in 
the South West. 

None are expected to win. Not only 
does the BNP lack activists, it faces 
opposition from the UK Independence 
Party, which is also championing an 
anti-immigration platform and has 
been growing in popularity. UKIP is 
fielding a record 1,734 or more 
candidates and its leader, Nigel Farage, 
is enjoying far more publicity in the 
national media than he deserves. 

UKIP’s recent election results, which 
include a victory in a Havering council 
by-election in east London in a ward 
that twice previously elected a BNP 
councillor, led to the BNP attacking it 
as a “false alternative” that only cares 
about “protecting City bankers and 
other rich British capitalists” in 
contrast to the BNP, which 
“emphasises the social aspects of 
nationalism". That's a reference to the 
BNP's much trumpeted food bank in 
Havering. The BNP also describes 
UKIP as “elitist”, while the BNP is “an 
open and democratic party which 
encourages participation and 
discussion”. So long as members 
agree with leader Nick Griffin that is. 

The BNP has also accused UKIP of 
being Zionist, an attack that no doubt 
serves to rally those supporters 
who did not appreciate the party's 
recent attempts to tone down its 
antisemitism in favour of stirring 


up Islamophobia. 

The British Democratic Party, 
launched by the former BNP veteran 
Andrew Brons MEP in early February, 
is “testing the water” with just three 
candidates. All are former BNP 
members and include Graham Partner 
who is defending his seat on 
Leicestershire County Council, where 
he sits as an independent. 

In an article on the BDP's website, 
Kevin Scott, the party leader, explains 
rather obviously that “you fight 
elections to win" but also to “spread 
the word and build an electoral profile 
that is worth supporting in the 
future”. He adds he is opposed to 
“standing candidates willy-nilly” and 
prefers “this cautious approach”. 
Three candidates are hardly likely to 
build a profile that will propel the 
party to success in next year's 
European election, which its leaders 
consider crucial. 

Nor did it stop Clive Wakley, writing 
on the BDP website, criticising the BNP 
for its small number of candidates and 
feigning “distress over the current dire 
state of what was once a great party”. 

The only other far-right party 
contesting these elections is the 
National Front with four candidates: 
one in North Yorkshire, two in Essex 
and one for the mayor of Doncaster. 
(See pages 14-15 regarding the 
English Democrats.) 

Britain First has not bothered, 
despite becoming registered as a 
political party last year. Its website 
still states contesting elections is 
pointless and the group has become 
ever more focussed on Islam. On 16 
March, chairman Paul Golding 
announced that after a long series of 
“leadership meetings”, they and their 
allies in the “newly launched defence 
movement”, the English National 
Resistance, were launching “a 
campaign of exposing, confronting, 
and rebutting the main leaders of 
Islamic extremism in Britain". What 
a surprise! The allies Golding 
referred to are various splinters and 
remnants of the Islamophobic English 
Defence League, with Robin Tilbrook 
of the English Democrats lurking 


Former BNP councillor Graham Partner defends his 
seat, this time for the British Democratic Party. 


on the sidelines. 

Last year's political ally of the EDL, 
the British Freedom Party, failed 
utterly to build on the 10.6% vote 
that Kevin Carroll, deputy leader of 
both the BFP and EDL, achieved in 
November's election for police and 
crime commissioner of Bedfordshire. 
Within a month of the poll the party 
had been deregistered by the Electoral 
Commission, swiftly followed by the 
resignation of its leader Paul Weston 
and the demise of its website. The 
party is dead, buried and soon to be 
forgotten. 

Weston, who has previously 
contested elections for UKIP, went on 
to form Liberty GB, which is just as 
Islam-obsessed as the BFP was, but it 
has ignored the elections. 

Meanwhile, Clive Jefferson, the BNP 
treasurer, has revealed that the BNP 
achieved an “operating surplus” of 
“over £100,000” in 2012. In an 
interview on 10 April he declared he 
was happy with the direction in the 
party was going and its financial 
stability, but noticeably failed to repeat 
previous claims that the party was on 
the verge of becoming solvent. That 
may depend on how quickly the 
better-heeled BNP members die off 
after availing themselves of Jefferson's 
will-writing service. 
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A DEJECTED AND DEPLETED bunch 
of English Democrats turned out for 
their party's spring conference in 
Doncaster on 9 March, stung by the 
resignation of the Mayor of Doncaster 
from the party on 5 February and its 
poor showing in the Eastleigh 
parliamentary by-election on 28 
February, when the EDP candidate 
polled only 70 votes and came third 
from bottom out of the 14 candidates 
contesting the seat. It didn't help 
morale when it was announced that 
an unnamed National Council 
member had recently resigned from 
the party citing its move to the right. 

Robin Tilbrook, the party leader, 
castigated Peter Davies, elected mayor 
of Doncaster in 2009, for refusing 
“point blank" to appoint an EDP 
member as his political adviser on a 
salary of £35,000 a year or get St 
George's day properly celebrated. 
Pointing out that Davies had been a 
member of six political parties, 
Tilbrook accused him of having a 
commitment to English nationalism 
that was “not even skin deep” and 
being more interested in the office 
than the principles he was supposedly 
holding. 

Davies is hoping to be re-elected as 
an independent in the mayoral 
election on 2 May. He will be opposed 
by David Allen for the EDP, who 
accused Davies of betraying the party 
and described him as a gadfly. Davies 
had let the voters down badly, he said. 
The voters of Doncaster probably 
concur but not because he left the 
EDP, more because of his 
incompetence and irresponsibility, 
which led to him losing a vote of no 
confidence in February 2010, and to 
the government appointing a new 
chief executive and three 
commissioners to turn the council 
around “after 15 years of poor 
governance and dysfunctional 
politics”. 
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Whether Allen will be able to mount 
much of a campaign is doubtful. He 
told the conference that Davies's 
resignation had caused a split in 
Doncaster and the local party had 
decided to fold. 

Like most of the right-wing 
nationalist parties, the EDP is looking 
to follow in the British National Party's 
footsteps and get members elected to 
the European Parliament in 2014, 
using this year’s county council 
elections as a springboard. 

“We have made the electorate 
aware of English interests," Tilbrook 
told the conference. “We must not 
only continue to build brand 
awareness but also get some 
candidates elected in the county 
council elections on 2 May 2013." 

He claimed the party had a “really 
good chance” of winning a seat in 
Europe if it got a party election 
broadcast, a leaflet delivered across 
the whole of England (unlike in 2009 
when it only leafleted the Doncaster 
area) and contested all nine English 
regions. 

The 2011 Census returns proved 
that the white working class regard 
themselves as English, he continued. 
“There is a rising sense of Englishness. 
We must persuade them to vote for 
England's only national party.” 

To this end Tilbrook called for the 
EDP to field enough paper candidates 
in the county council elections to 
qualify for a television election 
broadcast — 394 candidates in 31 
councils. That would build up “brand 
awareness” leading to a higher profile 
and money coming in. As the party 
grew, he warned it would be attacked 
by its opponents using “dirty tricks 
and lies to smear us", naming the UK 
Independence Party's “black ops” and 
Labour's “dirty tricks department 
Hope not Hate”. The EDP would need 
0 “ride them out”. 

Getting carried away, he quoted 


Mahatma Gandhi: “First they ignore 
you, then they laugh at you, then 
they fight you and then you win", 
declaring: “I look forward to the day 
when Gandhi is right”. 

The 37 people at the conference, all 
of whom were white and only six 
women, must have landed back on 
earth with a bang when nominations 
for the council elections closed. The 
party appears to have only 41 
candidates, with none in Yorkshire, 
the North East and the North West, 
one in the South West, two in the 
West Midlands, six in the East of 
England (Essex and Cambridgeshire) 
seven in the East Midlands (all in 
Northamptonshire) and 25 in the 
South East (all in north Kent). 

“Brand awareness” may be a long 
time coming, despite the party saving 
all five of its deposits in the police and 
crime commissioner elections, as 
Tilbrook reminded his audience. He 
does however have a strategy. The 
party is creating a cloud base of all the 
membership information, which will 
improve the membership experience, 
promised Tilbrook. 

Like the BNP, the EDP recognises the 
growing threat of UKIP. Tilbrook 
pointed out that UKIP has still not yet 
achieved any actual breakthroughs, 
despite being far better resourced 
than any other party in the whole of 
the UK apart from the three main 
parties. UKIP’s income from the EU 
alone is worth nearly £5 million a year, 
he claimed, but UKIP has failed to get 
a single MP elected to Westminster, 
unlike the far less resourced Green 
and Respect parties. 

All true, but UKIP is way ahead of 
the EDP on all counts. Take the EDP’s 
financial situation for example. 
Charles Vickers, who became party 
treasurer last year and is its Eastern 
regional chairman, told the conference 
that the party's income in 2012 was 
£80,000 (which if confirmed would be 
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No hoper David Allen, EDP candidate for mayor of 
Doncaster 


£20,000 up on 2011) but it needs 
£160,000 a year to operate 
effectively, including employment of a 
paid member of staff, something it 
currently does without. Likewise it has 
no office, but is run from Tilbrook's 
home in Essex. The party still owes 
over £200,000 lent by Tilbrook, 
Steven Uncles and others, which is 
described as a “debt of honour” not 
commercial loans. In other words, the 
loans are interest-free and unlikely to 
be repaid. 

Indeed the party will have its work 
cut out in raising money to fight next 
year's European election and the 
general election in 2015. Uncles, the 
EDP's South East chairman, reminded 
the conference that the deposit for 
each region in the European election 
was £5,000 and the party needed to 
achieve 2.5% of the vote to have it 
returned. That is likely to be a difficult 
target in a crowded right-wing field. 
Echoing Tilbrook, he stressed the need 
to obtain a television broadcast, for 
which the party needed to stand in all 
nine English regions. 

Uncles proposed that the EDP 
should adopt a manifesto 
commitment to English independence 
by the time of the European election, 
a policy that the party rejected at its 
autumn 2007 conference. 

He also looked ahead to the general 
election, stating that the party should 
contest at least 120 seats. That would 
cost £60,000 in deposits, returnable if 
the party obtains 5% of the vote, 
which it did only in Doncaster in 
2010. Like the 394 candidates in the 
county council elections, the general 
election target will remain a mere 
figment of the party's imagination. 

Chris Beverley, chairman of Leeds 
EDP since 2011, announced that the 
party had already started fundraising 
for the European election in Yorkshire 
and the Humber and needed to raise 


£10,000. Although he admitted that 
for some people morale was low at 
the moment as a result of Davies's 
resignation, he expressed a belief that 
the party could win in the region. In 
his eyes the Scottish independence 
referendum would benefit the EDP at 
the expense of UKIP which is “not an 
English alternative”. As the 
referendum will take place several 
months after the European election, 
Beverley's reasoning seems wishful 
thinking. 

One event Beverley has managed to 
bag is the EDP's St George's day 
dinner, to be held in Leeds on 20 April 
2013. That's the nearest Saturday to 
St George's day itself, so the 
coincidence with the anniversary of 
Hitler's birth is presumably accidental. 
Beverley was a BNP councillor from 
2006 to 2010 and stood for the BNP 
in the last two general elections. 

Among the ten speakers at the 
conference one caused some 
controversy: Leon Martin, the EDP's 
recently appointed policy chairman. A 
college lecturer in north London, he is 
another former BNP member. 

After condemning multiculturalism 
as “a tool to break down English 
civilisation” and declaring that Islam 
and immigration pose an existential 
threat to England, Martin launched 
into a 12-minute rant on Islam. Even 
David Lane, the conference chairman, 
described it as “an aggressive 
speech", adding jokingly that “no 
form of extremism is accepted". 

Martin's claims -the Koran is full of 
violence and Islam leaves millions 
dead in its wake — are de rigueur 
among the Islamophobic right such as 
the English Defence League and 
fascist parties such as the BNP, but less 
commonly heard from the EDP. 
Europe had been in conflict with Islam 
for 1,400 years, he stated, not now a 
military conflict but through 
demography and immigration. 
Evidence of the “creeping Islamisation 
of Britain" was: halal meat, the 
construction of new mosques, “third 
world" Islamic dress, female genital 
mutilation, arranged marriages, 
Muslims rejecting dogs on buses and 
in taxis, and Islamic schools with text 
books depicting Jesus as a monkey 
and a pig. It was a seizure of territory 
by Muslims, he declared. A significant 
number of Muslims are not 
overwhelmingly moderate. These 
people are plotting to kill our fellow 


citizens, he claimed. 

Responding to a question he 
conceded that he was not advocating 
the EDP adopt an extreme policy on 
Islam but that we should be aware of 
the nature of Islam. Muslims 
ultimately owe allegiance to the 
Caliphate. Not all Muslims are 
conspiring to bring about Sharia law, 
he went on, but the differential birth 
rate and immigration are a problem. 

All this worried Uncles. “Leon has 
made many points which are definitely 
true and others with some truth,” he 
said. “The problem is positioning of 
the party. We cannot do anything on 
this. If we lead on this it will give our 
opponents a stick to beat us with." 

Andrew Kershaw endorsed what 
Martin had said, declaring: “I live in a 
town that has been colonised”. 
Kershaw is another BNP import. A 
parliamentary assistant to Andrew 
Brons MEP, he was the BNP's secretary 
and treasurer for the Yorkshire region 
and has a conviction for racially 
abusing a police officer several years 
ago. 

It was revealed that Derek Hilling, 
EDP secretary, had met representatives 
of British Muslims for Secular 
Democracy (BMSD) to discuss possible 
co-operation. 

Tilbrook has recently been spending 
time in the company of the 
Islamophobes of the “English National 
Resistance", a new street protest 
movement that brings together 
remnants of the EDL with the 
extremists of Britain First, so the 
emergence of views such as those 
expressed by Martin is unsurprising. 

Steven Morris, chairman of North 
West EDP, spoke about the Workers of 
England Union, which tries hard to 
distance itself from the EDP. David 
Wildgoose of Sheffield EDP promoted 
the Campaign for an English 
Parliament and John Brennan, 
chairman of Doncaster EDP, at least 
until the branch folded, proposed the 
abolition of the House of Lords and its 
replacement by a 60-member elected 
senate that would evolve into an 
English Parliament. 

That's all cloud cuckoo land. In the 
meantime, the EDP has lowered its 
sights and is concentrating on just two 
areas in the elections on 2 May: 
Doncaster and three divisions of north 
Kent. Both are good prospects in the 
party's view because UKIP has not 
fielded any candidates. 
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Fjordman and Fascism: the 
extremes of the counter-Jihad 


worldview 


By Dr Paul Jackson 


A NEW REPORT by Alexander 
Meleagrou-Hitchins and Hans Brun 
sets out some important points for 
the ongoing analysis of the counter- 
Jihad movement. In A Neo- 
Nationalist Network, published by 
the International Centre for the 
Study of Radicalisation and Political 
Violence, they stress this nebulous, 
anti- Muslim movement is steeped in 
a far right cultural nationalist culture, 
part of which represents an ongoing 
security threat. Meanwhile, a 
Chatham House briefing paper by 
Matthew Goodwin also raises some 
important questions regarding the 
dynamics of followers of the 
counter-Jihad movement, especially 
the English Defence League. Based 
on polling carried out by YouGov, 
Goodwin sketches out some of the 
widely held beliefs of counter-Jihad 
supporters — one useful approach to 
understand such groupings. 
Holocaust Memorial Day? 

Perhaps most worryingly, both 
reports show people sympathetic to 
the counter-Jihad movement are, as 
Goodwin puts it, ‘united by the 
expectation that the country will 
soon descend into communal 
violence and are more likely than 
their fellow citizens to view violence 
as a justifiable course of action to 
counter “extremists”’. 

Both reports highlight that support 
is grounded in a nexus of opinion 
much wider than mere anti-Muslim 
prejudices alone, and the counter- 
Jihad supporter is likely to also hold 
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wider xenophobic and anti- 
immigration attitudes. Moreover, 
those who, when asked, agreed with 
the counter-Jihad narrative stretch 
into wider society — highlighting 
there is a continuum of opinion that 
spans the populist mainstream to the 
hardened conspiracy theories that lie 
at the core of the counter-Jihad 
culture. 

What both spell out is that there is 
a milieu developing in Britain that is 
becoming sympathetic to select 
forms of political violence, when 
framed within a counter-Jihad 
narrative, and that this is appealing 
to young and old people too. 
Moreover, while social and 
economic factors may be important 
in developing this milieu, cultural 
and identity issues generated by the 
political mainstream's relative 
inability to remain credible when 
discussing immigration, is also crucial 
here. Finally, Goodwin rightly 
stresses that the counter-Jihad 
movement remains under-studied, in 
part as it is still an embryonic 
phenomenon. 


The study of counter-Jihad 
ideologies 

While Goodwin's polling data offers 
a snapshot of the counter-Jihad 
movement's worrying appeal among 
the bulk of people who support it, 
fresh and detailed examination of 
the ideologues that drive and direct 
it is also vital to revealing the many 
subtle nuances within its makeup. 


Indeed, though counter-Jihad 
ideologies are often talked about, its 
core beliefs remain an under- 
analysed aspect of the emergent 
counter-Jihad culture. We still need 
clear answers to complex questions: 
Is the counter-Jihad view more 
consistent or more inconsistent 
among its various ideologues, based 
in both Europe and America? Is it 
racist, if so how? Does it conform to 
definitions of the ‘far right’? Does it 
even represent a new form of 
‘fascism’? 

Comprehensive analysis to these 
questions, in a way that would allow 
us to generalise about the nature of 
the counter-Jihad ideology, as set 
out by its various ideologues, 
remains to be carried out. A Neo- 
Nationalist Network discusses the 
rhetoric of figures such as Stephen 
Yaxley-Lennon, Pamela Geller and 
Robert Spencer, so to build on this | 
want to set out an analysis of 
another of the key figures here, 
Peder Jensen, aka ‘Fjordman’. 
Rather than assessing him as merely 
‘far right’, | want to go further with 
this case, and suggest that 
Fjordman's writings at least do 
conform to a fully developed, neo- 
fascist ideology — though one that 
rejects neo-Nazism. 

To develop this argument, | will 
follow the widely-held (though not 
universal) approach among 
academics that fascism before the 
Second World War was a form of 
extreme nationalism based on a 
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mythology of revolution and 
renewal to be achieved by purging 
society of a scapegoat community 
seen as hostile and alien (usually 
Jews), and that after 1945 it became 
more international in its outlook. 
With this focus on fascism as an 
ideology promoting a myth of 
revolution and national purification, 
we can examine the case of 
Fjordman. 

As we will see, his writings not 
only revel in such a fantasy of 
revolution coming about following 
the impending descent into a new 
world war, but also this discourse is 
rich in conspiracy theories, profound 
misogyny, and a clear nod to ethno- 
nationalist racism — though with a 
cultural, differential racism spin 
probably borrowed from the New 
Right. 


The Eurabia conspiracy 

At the centre of Fjordman's 
worldview is the idea of the Eurabia 
conspiracy. While interwar fascisms, 
especially Nazism, gravitated around 
the idea that Jews governed the 
world in a global conspiracy, the 
counter-Jihad movement argues the 
European Union is a vehicle for 
promoting Muslim interests. 
Moreover, its ideologues stress that 
Marxist-inspired ‘political 
correctness’ prevents any discussion 
of this conspiracy within wider 
society, representing a powerful 
form of censorship blinding the 
majority of Europeans to the threat 
posed by Muslims as they come to 
dominate the continent and impose 
Sharia law. 

One of the key ideologues that 
Fjordman draws on to develop this 
idea is Bat Ye'or. Her theories 
essentially argue that France lies at 
the centre of the Eurabia conspiracy, 
and stress that the country has a 
history of pro-Muslim sentiment that 
stretches back to Napoleon's time. 
Moreover, it was the French who 
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developed a pro-Arab foreign policy 
from the 1960s onwards, and so, as 
the European Union has developed, 
the French have promoted Arab and 
Muslim interests among this 
unelected, European political elite 
which has then forced its will on the 
masses of Europe. 

Thus, the EU's leaders no longer 
represent its people, and so, for 
Fjordman, this means that it is has 
become a new sort of empire, one 
that is engaged in: 

cultural and demographic war 
waged by mass immigration 
against the indigenous people of 
an entire continent — Europe. 
Whereas empires are normally 
created by waging a war against 


other peoples, the EU is the first 
empire in history created by 
allowing other peoples to wage a 
war against your own. 

This warfare ‘against your own’, 
being developed via the promotion 
of ‘mass immigration’ by European 
politicians, is the action of ‘cynical 
generals on the warpath’. The war is 
being used to ‘crush all [European] 
nation states simultaneously’, 
meaning there were no safe 
European territories for victims to 
flee to in the wake of ‘the advancing 
Islamization’. This language of 
ongoing, though largely unseen, 
warfare is central to the extremist 
discourse. Moreover, he argues that 
Muslims steal from welfare states, 
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rape European women, and carry 
out violent attacks, all features of an 
invading army. 


Fjordman's ‘myth of moderate 
Muslims’ 

With this idea of an un-discussed 
but ongoing state of war regularly 
referenced in Fjordman's writings, 
his counter-Jihad narrative often 
appears to be a cloak for more 
general anti-immigration prejudices. 
Moreover, according to Fjordman's 
conspiracy theory, the process of 
aggressive ‘Islamization’, with the 
aim of imposing a totalitarian form 
of Sharia law, is one being 
developed by all Muslims, who can 
nevertheless be split into two 
categories: radical and moderate. He 
stresses that, though ‘moderate 
Muslims' may appear to adopt 
secular attitudes, really they are 
engaged in the underhand 
deception of taqiya, justification for 
taking warfare underground and 
into civilian spaces. 

Regarding such an alleged 
slippage between ‘moderate’ and 
‘radical’, he cites figures such as 
Muhammad Atta as a ‘typical’ 
example of this phenomenon. He 
stresses that Al Qaeda manuals 
promote the tactic of appearing to 
be secular and moderate, while in 
fact being radical. In the case of Atta 
this meant that a moderate-seeming 
figure ended up flying the first of 
the 9/11 aeroplanes into the World 
Trade Center. 

Generalising from such extreme 
examples is typical of Fjordman's 
style, and from this case he suggests 
that all Muslims are likely to be 
secretly engaged in such acts of 
terror. So no Muslims can be trusted, 
or as he put it: 

Radical Muslims and moderate 
Muslims are allies, not adversaries. 
The radicals bomb, and the 
moderates issue veiled threats that 
‘unless we get our will, more such 
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attacks will ensue’. It's a good cop, 
bad cop game. It is true that Jihad is 
not exclusively about violence, but it 
is very much about the constant 
threat of violence. 

In response, Fjordman calls for 
Europeans to adopt something akin 
to the Bene’ Decrees, used by the 
Czechoslovakian government to 
remove approximately three million 
Sudeten Germans from 
Czechoslovakia after the Second 
World War. (This is now widely seen 
as an example of ethnic cleansing by 
historians of the period.) For 
Fjordman, drawing on this historical 
example, Muslims should be made 
to leave Europe, by force of law if 
necessary. As he stresses, this is 
because Muslims ‘contribute 
virtually nothing to our societies 
and are hostile to their very 
foundations’. 


Fjordman on women 

Sometimes it can appear that the 
counter-Jihad narrative couches itself 
in a form of patriotic feminism by 
criticising the misogynistic 
tendencies seen in Islam, and calling 
for an end to clothing such as the 
burka that can easily be styled as 
repressive. However, underneath 
this discourse, at least in the case 

of Fjordman, we can find a much 
more complex set of attitudes 
towards both men and women — 
views that undercut the position 
that the counter-Jihad narrative 

has women's interests as a core 
concern. 

In his lengthy essay ‘Feminism and 
the Defeated Tribes’, Fiordman 
begins by developing familiar 
examples to style Islam as repressive 
of women's rights. Themes cited 
here again include the very a-typical, 
such as Gadhafi's extreme treatment 
of women in his harem, but are 
largely based on the assertion that 
young Muslim men are engaged in 
sustained gang rapes of non-Muslim 


women. This sort of activity is used 
to argue all young Muslim men 
represent a potent sexual threat 
towards European women. 

He discusses this threat in terms of 
its implications for both European 
women and men. Indeed, for him it 
is weaknesses that have developed 
within contemporary European 
masculinity that help explain why 
women are now so open to attack. 
As he stresses: 

The truth is that any nation is 
always protected from external 
aggression by the men. The 
women can play a supporting 
role in this, but never more than 
that. For all the talk about ‘girl 
power’ and ‘women kicking ass’ 
which you see on movies these 
days, if the men of your ‘tribe’ 
are too weak or demoralized to 
protect you, you will be enslaved 
and crushed by the men from 
other ‘tribes’ before you can say 
‘Vagina Monologues’. 

Incredibly, he goes on to place 
blame for this decline in European 
masculinity in the hands of European 
women, especially feminists. This 
ideology has promoted extreme 
political correctness, which in turn 
has corroded traditional male 
strengths. Therefore: 

if you break down men's 
masculinity, their willingness and 
ability to defend themselves and 
their families, you destroy the 
country. That's exactly what 
Western women have done for 
the last forty years. 

So, as with other forms of fascism, 
for Fjordman Europeans need to find 
a new ideal of masculinity — a new 
man - that will redeem them from 
corruption and decadence. So the 
failure of European men (blamed 
here on European women) includes 
their inability to prevent Muslims 
from attacking white women. 
Finally, it is clear that, when 
Fjordman develops these themes, 
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Anders Breivik: believed he was a revolutionary warrior 


based around a ‘pure’ Europe being 
attacked by an ‘impure’ invader, the 
notion of whiteness and 
‘Europeanness' are closely related 
within his language. 


A ‘white’ Europe? 

Fascisms are ideologies based on 
reclaiming a sense of an imagined 
state of national purity. Sometimes 
the pure ideal is developed in very 
stark, biological language, as one 
found with Nazism. However, 
especially since 1945, a variety of 
cultural themes have also been used 
to develop the underlying notion of 
race within fascist discourses, to put 
some clear blue water between 
postwar fascisms and the negative 
legacy of Nazism. Fjordman's 
writings do chime with such a 
strategy. 

One of Fjordman's telling 
catchphrases for talking about the 
need for a renewed defence of 
white identity in the face of 
multiculturalism is his neologism 
‘Caucasophobia’. This is a 


phenomenon he feels has become 
highly prevalent among non-whites 
and also those who promote political 
correctness. However, at its core lies 
Fjordman's prioritisation of 
whiteness. 

The basic line runs that non-white 
people can disarm those who 
criticise their actions, no matter how 
extreme, by calling their critics racist. 
This is not only regularly abused by 
Muslim terrorists, but also stops 
wider discussion of attacks by non- 
whites on whites, and represents a 
sort of self-hatred among white 
people. Indeed, the more one reads 
between the lines here, the clearer it 
becomes that, for Fjordman, 
European identity is regularly framed 
in a language of white versus non- 
white. 

Terms such as ‘native’, ‘our own 
country’ and so forth, repeatedly 
cultivate an awareness of white 
people under attack. For example, 
note the use of ‘we’ in the way he 
stresses that: 

All over Western Europe, and 
indeed over much of the Western 
world, there are now areas where 
it is dangerous for white people 
to live. This never triggers any 
outrage. On the contrary, it 
triggers accusations of racism if 
the white population resist 
continued mass immigration, 
despite the fact that we have 
accepted more immigration in a 
shorter period of time than 
probably any people has done 
peacefully in history. 

Moreover, for Fjordman, ‘there is 
nothing “racist” in not wanting my 
children to become a persecuted 
minority in their own country 
through mass immigration’, this is 
simply a matter of a ‘right to 
preserve my culture’. Such a rhetoric 
echoes the New Right's differential 
racism, styling the ‘real racists’ 
as those who promote cultural 
mixing as they do not respect the 


purity of any cultures, European or 
otherwise. 

Finally, Fjordman even likens 
multiculturalists who promote what 
he describes as anti-white racism as 
inverted White Supremacists 
because they have become fixated 
on destroying white identity, what 
he calls White Worthlessness 
Syndrome. He suggests a middle 
path of, ostensibly, moderation and 
common sense: 

| do not see why | should have to 
choose between White 
Supremacy and White 
Worthlessness. It is one thing to 
reject the idea that your culture 
should be forced onto others, it is 
quite another thing to say that 
you shouldn't be allowed to 
retain your culture even in your 
own country. The latter is simply 
a matter of self-preservation, the 
most basic instinct of all living 
things down to bacteria level. 


War and revolution 

A mind-set characterised by 
prejudices and rejection of the 
mainstream tends to typify the far 
right milieu in general. However, for 
this ideology to morph into full 
blown fascism, it needs to promote a 
vision of revolution into the near 
future too. Often, this will be 
steeped in a language of warfare. 
This fantasy is central to the 
justification for violence developed 
by fascist activists who come to 
believe they are revolutionary 
warriors, such as Anders Breivik. We 
have already seen from Fjordman's 
analysis of the EU that he believes a 
war against Europe is being waged, 
carried out by both EU politicians 
and Muslims. We can find further 
rhetoric along these lines elsewhere 
in his writings too. 

Based on the Eurabia theme 
stressing France lies at the heart of 
the Muslim invasion, Fjordman 
foresees large-scale warfare 
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commencing with the fall of 
France, as a result of its Muslim 
population. As he scaremongers, 
‘How do we handle an Islamic 
France, still the heartland of the 
European continent, with Muslim 
control of hundreds of nukes?’ 
Moreover, he likens this scenario to 
the outbreak of a third world war: 

If Muslim immigration continues, 
the impending fall of France 
could mark the starting point of 
the Balkanization of much of 
Europe, perhaps later even North 
America. | fear this is a world 
war. Maybe future historians will 
dub it the Multicultural World 
War. Just as WW1 was caused by 
Imperialism, WW2 by Fascism 
and the Cold War by 
Communism, this one will be 
caused by Multiculturalism. 

Yet the outbreak of conflict would 
not be a negative development, but 
rather represent the culmination of a 
generational crisis. Such conflict 
needs to be endured in order to 
reach a new era. 


So he is optimistic that the conflict 
will not lead to the victory of 
Eurabia, but rather represents ‘the 
last spasms of the Eurabian Union’. 
Indeed, historians of fascist ideology 
such as Roger Griffin call this type of 
mythology, styling the end of one 
historical era as the opportunity for a 
new period in the history of the west 
to begin, ‘palingenetic’ (or the myth 
of rebirth). This rebirth mythology is 
a constant feature that can be seen 
throughout the history of fascist 
ideologues. 

Within Fjordman's texts, we can 
find this sort of narrative developed 
in rhetoric such as the following: 

Western Civilization will most 
likely enter a period of great 
turbulence in the near future and 
will probably not exist in its 
present form by the second half 
of this century ... Europe has 
ancient roots that are not yet 
fully uprooted. Rebirths are 
messy affairs, and the European 
ones especially so. Perhaps out of 
the current troubles, a new era of 


tes of 


At the siege of Vienna in 1683 Islam seemed poised to overrun Christian Europe. 
We are in a new phase of a very old war. 


European culture will dawn, a 
new European Renaissance. 

Moreover, in another essay 
reproduced on the Gates of Vienna 
Website, ‘Preparing for Ragnarok’, 
Fjordman evokes a Norse mythology 
commonly used by neo-Nazis too, 
such as Arthur Kemp in his March of 
the Titans: The History of the White 
Race. 

With this nod to a rebirth 
mythology (which narrates the 
passing of one era to another with 
the death of Norse gods including 
Odin and his son Thor) we are told 
that the ‘West today is clearly 
decadent’, and primed for a new 
era. To rationalise this, Fiordman 
stresses that a wide range of 
phenomena, from scarcity of 
agricultural land, to declining oil and 
water supplies, to the economic 
crisis, to terrorism, to nuclear 
proliferation, to ageing populations, 
to mass migration form the southern 
hemisphere to the northern, 
are coming together as a 
‘convergence of catastrophes’ 


The Gates of Vienna website, a regular forum for Fjordman 
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marking ‘the transition from one era 
to another’. 

To thrive in the transition to a new 
era, he stresses that Europeans need 
to rediscover their roots, and also 
fight to preserve their future ethnic 
purity, as: 

the only way European 
civilization can flourish in the 
long run is if we have large 
territories specifically dedicated 
for people who are 
overwhelmingly of demographic 
European stock. In those cases 
where this has been lost it needs 
to be reestablished. Ideas matter, 
but culture primarily follows 
genes. 

Note here the phrase 
‘demographic European stock’, 
suggesting either a biological 
construction of identity or a cultural 
one to the reader. In the context of 
his wider writings, this ambiguity 
can be read as a semi-encoded 
discussion on preserving a white 
racial identity during a period of 
coming revolution. Such a fantasy 
of racial purity emerging from war 
and revolution is central to a 
fascist mythology of national 
rebirth. 


Fjordman and the English 
Defence League 

The writings of Fjordman are 
regularly praised by figures in the 
English Defence League, and the 
British Freedom Party too. Indeed, 
Paul Weston, former leader of the 
BFP and founder of its successor 
party Liberty GB, is another regular 
contributor to the Gates of Vienna 
website. Meanwhile, Fjordman 
blogged and tweeted 
sympathetically regarding EDL 
leader Stephen Yaxley-Lennon's 
recent imprisonment and release. 
This is not to say that the ideals of 
Lennon, Weston and other key 
counter-Jihad ideologues are 
identical to Fjordman's, but does 


suggest that they all operate within 
a family of cognate perspectives, a 
worldview that is posing a new 
series of violent threats to 
Europeans. We need to scrutinise 
the writings and speeches of these 
ideologues more closely. Indeed, the 
views of counter-Jihad leaders are as 
important to parse as the attitudes 
of followers. 

Moreover, to return to the reports 
| opened this article with, | strongly 
recommend reading A Neo- 
Nationalist Network as it offers a 
detailed, panoramic analysis of this 
phenomenon, grounding it in 
scrutiny of its ideology and activates. 
Matthew Goodwin's analysis also 
tentatively suggests there are two 
key responses to tackling the 
counter-Jihad ideology. He stresses 
‘softer’ responses that need to tackle 
this narrative from within civil 
society, underscoring that few 
‘mainstream voices in Europe appear 
to be actively challenging these 
claims, but doing so will be an 
integral component of any 
successful counter-strategy'’. 

Indeed, there is a great urgency 
for the narrative of the counter-Jihad 
movement to be more rigorously 
understood and deconstructed by 
various non-state organisations. 
Most problematically here, the 
mainstream popular press tends 
to reinforce, rather than counter, 
the more causal prejudices that 
allow people to become 
sympathetic to some of the general 
assertions of the counter-Jihad 
ideology. 

Both reports underscore the need 
for more sustained, ‘harder’ 
responses that help to limit the 
influx of people into these groups. 
Indeed, here the Prevent Agenda 
offers a particularly useful policy 
initiative that, | would suggest, 
needs to devote yet more attention 
and resource to tackling the far right 
threat, and not blind itself to the 


issues posed by the counter-Jihad 
movement. 

Indeed, as Fjordman's impact on 
Anders Breivik highlights, the vision 
of a fascist revolution need not 
come in the form of neo-Nazism any 
more. There is a ‘new’ far right that 
can legitimise violent activity via a 
revolutionary narrative, without 
turning into neo-Nazism. Tellingly, 
Fjordman's counter-Jihad narrative 
was especially influential on Breivik, 
who like Fjordman did not see 
himself as a Nazi, and did not steep 
himself in the usual symbols of neo- 
Nazism. Indeed, both actively 
distinguished themselves from Nazis 
and openly neo-Nazi cultures. 
Around 14 per cent of Breivik's 
lengthy manifesto comprises 
Fjordman's writings. 

As highlighted by both these 
pieces of recent research, policy 
makers should be aware that, as the 
counter-Jihad narrative continues to 
influence young and impressionable 
activists, some will use it to 
legitimise their own violent, and 
even terrorist, plots. Rather than 
neo-Nazism being the core 
narrative, they may well be inspired 
by this newer, counter-Jihad 
ideology, one that styles the present 
as a time of warfare where violence 
is seen as a response to an attack 
already mounted by Muslims, while 
also projecting an inspiring, utopian 
vision of an alternate, ‘purified’ 
future coming about following this 
period of conflict. 

In future research, we need to 
know more about how this narrative 
is impacting on the small minorities 
within the wider community of 
counter-Jihad supporters who are 
likely to become violent. These 
more radicalised activists are figures 
who probably would not respond 
to a YouGov online poll, yet we 
urgently need a clearer sense of 
how significant this developing 
threat is. 
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By Cato 


THE SPECTRE OF 29 MILLION 
migrant workers from Bulgaria and 
Romania descending on the UK next 
year loomed large at the spring 
conference of the UK Independence 
Party at the University of Exeter on 23 
March. That this would require every 
single person living in those countries 
to up sticks and come to the UK, an 
unlikely first choice of destination 
even if, impossibly, they did all want 
to leave their homeland, did not seem 
to dampen UKIP enthusiasm for 
exploiting the issue to win elections. 

Under the theme “Springboard to 
Victory", 700 of the party's 24,000 
members, a record turnout for a UKIP 
spring conference, listened to a series 
of speakers, euphoric at the party's 
recent ballot box growth, outline the 
party's policies, which combine 
xenophobia with a traditional right- 
wing outlook. 

UKIP currently has 11 MEPs, 105 
local councillors and three members of 
the House of Lords. It is gearing up to 
improve on the first two of these in 
next year's European election and this 
year's county council and unitary 
authority elections, where it is 
contesting around three quarters of all 
the available seats. Party membership 
has grown 35% over the past year, 
the conference heard. Although it was 
founded to oppose UK membership of 
the EU, anti-immigration is now its 
central theme. 

Nigel Farage, UKIP's leader, 
reminded the conference of recent by- 
election results, most notably its 
27.8% in the Eastleigh by-election on 
28 February, giving the party second 
place ahead of both the Conservatives 
and Labour. 

In his view this was a wholesale 
rejection of the career political class in 
this country, who all look and sound 
the same. And none of them is in 
politics for principle, which is what we 
stand for, he continued. We are 
drawing our support from across the 
political spectrum — a significant 
proportion of whom at Eastleigh had 
not voted for twenty years. It is 
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something far more powerful than a 
protest vote. We are the party putting 
forward positive alternative policies. 
We are not hamstrung by political 
correctness. 

Turning to immigration, Farage said 
the LibDems, Conservatives and 
Labour all support a total open door 
for 29 million people from Bulgaria 
and Romania. They all support Turkey 
joining the EU with unlimited access to 
80 million people, he added, 
overlooking the fact that the 
population of Turkey is below 76 
million. We can't have massive 
oversupply of labour when we have 
millions out of work, he continued. 

In Farage's view nobody should be 
able to access the NHS or the benefits 
system until they have been in this 
country for five years, paid their taxes 
and obeyed the law. The benefits 
system in this country should be there 
to be used by British nationals. This 
would be the major battleground on 
the EU ahead of the referendum on 
Britain's continued membership of the 
EU. 

Claiming, preposterously that UKIP 
were the “true Europeans", he said 
we want an amicable divorce from the 
political European Union and its 
replacement with a genuine free trade 
agreement. We want the rest of 
Europe to leave the EU and to get 
back their independence and 
democracy. 

Rejecting any deal with Prime 
Minister David Cameron, Farage said 
his priority was to make UKIP a 
mainstream political force. He hoped 
the party might “produce something 
really special” at the English local 
authority elections on 2 May, where it 
has over 1,740 candidates. The focus 
would be on “building areas of 
excellence and establishing 
bridgeheads on county councils across 
the country”. His military terminology 
may be a bit worrying. 

Moving ahead to the European 
election in May 2014, he said his aim 
was to “turn the tremor we created in 
British politics at Eastleigh into a 


nigration 


political earthquake when we win the 
European elections”. His optimism is 
not misplaced: it is in European 
elections where UKIP has always 
found its most favourable platform, 
partly because it is the natural home 
of popular anti-EU sentiment that the 
three main parties ignore, and partly 
because voters know that whom they 
elect is of little consequence. 

Less in prospect is Farage's hope 
that UKIP will be able to use the 
momentum of the European election 
to mount a serious credible campaign 
at the 2015 general election. That did 
not happen in 2010 despite good 
results in the 2009 European election. 

Farage's stated that UKIP is united, 
buoyant and in top mood with a unity 
of purpose. That much is true, though 
more disputable is his claim that UKIP 
is not just a protest party but 
concerned with how Britain should be 
governed should we leave the EU. We 
are here to provide a positive serious 
alternative. We are being taken 
seriously rather than being laughed at, 
abused and written off, he concluded. 

Stuart Wheeler, who has been 
treasurer of UKIP since 2011, 
continued Farage's theme: The big 
parties are terrified of UKIP. It is 
essential they remain terrified. We 
kept pressure on David Cameron and 
that's why we got a referendum 
pledge. We must keep pressure on 
Labour and the Lib Democrats. Labour 
will not win the next general election 
without promising a referendum. 

Turning to the Eastleigh by-election, 
Wheeler cited an opinion survey of 
more than 20,000 voters 
commissioned by Lord Ashcroft, 
deputy chairman of the Conservative 
Party from 2005 to 2010 and 
published on 8 March 2013, which 
listed immigration, the economy and 
law and order as the key issues. “We 
won because UKIP cared about 
people, and unlike the other parties, 
spoke the truth”, he said. 

He revealed that UKIP spent 
£18,000 on the Eastleigh by-election 
campaign — which is more than it has 
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ever spent on any previous by- 
election. Despite his words about 
caring for people, it was clear he 
believed spending money was the way 
to win. “If every UKIP member 
donated £5 to the party at each by- 
election it would raise £100,000,” he 
calculated helpfully, though it was an 
underestimate. 

Professor Tim Congdon, UKIP’s 
economics spokesman and chairman 
of the Freedom Association, laid the 
blame for unemployment on Britain's 
membership of the EU, which 
destroyed jobs because of excessive 
regulation and too much immigration 
from the rest of the EU. Employment 
of British-born people had fallen by 
800,000 since the beginning of the 
recession in 2008, whereas 
employment of foreign-born people 
rose by 400,000, he said. The A8 (the 
eight accession countries from central 
and eastern Europe) had taken jobs 
available to British people since they 
joined the EU in 2004. He also claimed 
that if the UK joined the Eurozone, 1.8 
million UK jobs would be lost. 

William, Earl of Dartmouth, a UKIP 
MEP for South West England, added 
that the UK had a cumulative trade 
deficit with the EU of £530 billion 
since 1973. 

Godfrey Bloom, a UKIP MEP for 
Yorkshire and the Humber, spoke on 
UKIP's taxation policy. The party 
would raise the income tax threshold 
from the current £9,440 to £13,000 
transferable between couples, a level 
that would benefit people with low 
income. But above that people would 


pay a flat rate of 25% instead of the 
current progressive rates of 20%, 
40% and 45%. UKIP tax policy would 
thereby benefit the richest most. 

Neil Hamilton, chairman of UKIP in 
Wiltshire and a member of the party's 
national executive committee since 
2011, spoke on another theme dear to 
right-wingers: welfare and benefits. 
There was massive waste in the 
bloated welfare state, he said, 
claiming that 53% of of households 
made no contribution to the state —- up 
from 44% in 2001. It was a deliberate 
policy of the last Labour government 
to increase the client state, he alleged. 
Unsurprisingly he objected to migrants 
claiming benefits for children who 
have never been to this country. That 
migrant workers with families back 
home generally send money to look 
after them passes these people by. 

Hamilton was a Conservative MP 
from 1983 to 1997 and a 
Conservative minister from 1992 to 
1994. He joined UKIP in 2002, though 
kept quiet about it for some years. He 
has impeccable right-wing credentials, 
having been an executive council 
member of the Conservative Monday 
Club in 1972-73. He also addressed a 
conference of the fascist Italian Social 
Movement in 1973 as a representative 
of the Federation of Conservative 
Students. 

Janice Atkinson-Small, 
communications director for the 
Women On centre-right think-tank, 
continued the anti-welfare theme. She 
said UKIP would restrict child benefit 
to three children, asserting that a 
larger family was a lifestyle choice, 
and only pay benefits to those 
migrants who have lived in the UK for 
more than five years. She attacked 
what she called the “anti-poverty 
industry” which “leads the debate on 
welfare reform in this country and in 
the media”. Presumably she is pro- 
poverty. 

Paul Nuttall, a UKIP MEP for North 
West England, spoke on education, 
advocating the usual hoary right-wing 
policies: education vouchers, a 
grammar school “in every town", and 
reducing the number of 18-year-olds 
who go to university. 

UKIP also has transport policy, as 
outlined by Mike Nattrass, MEP for 
the West Midlands. The party would 
scrap road tolls, oppose a third 
runway at Heathrow and expansion at 
Stansted, support expansion at 


Manston airport in Kent, oppose the 
High Speed 2 railway and introduce a 
“Brit Disc” tax on foreign lorries 
entering the UK. All good populist 
stuff. 

No surprise too on housing. Peter 
Reeve, UKIP's Eastern Counties 
regional organiser, blamed too many 
people coming into this small island. 
UKIP's immigration policy is not about 
people but about resources, he said. 

Several speakers covered party 
campaigning. Lisa Duffy, a UKIP 
director, promised the party would 
increasingly communicate using social 
media. Rob Burberry, chairman of 
Surrey UKIP, revealed that UKIP was 
subsidising target candidate leaflets 
for the first time. Migration would 
appear on one side with a 
personalised candidate message on 
the back. 

The broadcaster and columnist Jon 
Gaunt, a recent UKIP recruit, said he 
believed in immigration but it was not 
racist to say it had to be controlled. 
Alan Graves, a former Labour 
councillor in Derbyshire, claimed UKIP 
was the natural home for disaffected 
Labour voters: the new champions of 
the worker, the pensioner and the 
ordinary folk of our country. Angharad 
Yeo, another former Labour councillor, 
referred to Kent being “swamped by 
all types of immigration”, adding: 
“They say UKIP is racist. | think | have 
proved today | am not. Let's break the 
taboo subject." A strange sort of 
taboo that is constantly aired in the 
tabloids. 

Finally a guest speaker from 
Bulgaria, Slavi Pentchev Binev, assured 
the conference that he had a return 
ticket to Sofia and, “while | am here, | 
am not claiming benefits. | have not 
brought my family nor my horse and 
cart." The audience loved it. Binev is a 
Bulgarian MEP, formerly of the ultra- 
nationalist, antisemitic and anti-Roma 
ATAKA party. 

A number of right-wing 
organisations had stalls at the 
conference: Bruges Group, Campaign 
for an English Parliament, Christian 
Soldiers in UKIP, June Press, the 
Freedom Association, Traditional 
Britain Group (whose representative 
failed to turn up) and Young 
Independence. 

A UKIP Commonwealth Forum will 
be launched in autumn 2013 and be 
held in embassies across London. 
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JKIP on the imr 


By Gerry Gable 


THE TENTACLES OF the far right appear to be reaching 
into the UK Independence Party too often. When 
caught out UKIP rapidly breaks connections with people 
with whom it has hitherto been happy to work, and 
shout that the party is not fascist. We do not suggest 

it is, but UKIP’s more than 1,700 candidates for the 
May elections are all too keen to play the anti- 
immigrant card. 

The organisation of an anti-immigration march in 
Wisbech in May is a good example. Earlier this year a 
group calling itself Wisbech Immigration Issues (WII) 
announced a march through Wisbech on 25 May to 
drawn attention to increasing numbers of migrant 
workers. After police intervention it will now be a 
static protest on 18 May. 

WII claimed not to be racist and to be politically 
non-aligned. Then its organisers, Dean Everitt and 
Sharon Jardine, declared they were going to stand for 
the county council elections as UKIP candidates. 

When local trade unionists looked into their 
background, they found that Everitt had lined up with a 
long list of English Defence League activists and other 
extremists to organise a similar anti-immigration march 
in nearby Boston last November. They included the 


Dean Everitt, UKIP supporter and Wisbech anti-migrant protest organiser 
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Lincolnshire EDL organiser Daz Healey, Tracie Bird who 
organised last year's EDL demonstration in Norwich, the 
East Anglian EDL organiser Craig Farnworth, and Sam 
Burgess, a British National Party activist. 

When news started to circulate that Everitt was not as 
politically clean as they would wish people to believe, 
Stuart Agnew, the UKIP MEP for the East of England 
region, declared that the Wisbech protest was nothing 
to do with his party and asked supporters to stay away. 

Everitt and Jardine are not UKIP candidates but Bob 
McAuley, another organiser of the Boston Protest 
Group is standing for the party in Boston West, 
Lincolnshire. 

In response to the anti-migrant protest, the local 
trades council called a meeting on 16 March supported 
by the South East Region of the TUC, Unite Against 
Fascism and Searchlight. Around 30 people representing 
a range of political groups and trade unions formed the 
campaign group We Are Wisbech. It will not call a 
counter demonstration but will distribute leaflets 
exposing such people as Everitt and UKIP's exploitation 
of immigration to win votes. We Are Wisbech also 
wishes to build on earlier successful campaigns to 
recruit migrant workers into trade unions, which already 
have several active shop stewards from the migrant 
communities. 

Other ideas discussed included getting prominent 
local and national figures to sign a Unity Statement 
welcoming migrants to the town and condemning any 
scapegoating of them. It was suggested that a fact 
sheet about the contribution to the local economy 
made by migrants be written, to counter the lies of the 
mainstream media. There was interest in holding regular 
stalls in town to distribute the leaflets and possibly a 
mass leafleting session on the day of the demonstration. 

People with long memories will recall how Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, tried to infiltrate UKIP soon 
after its formation, using a young man who was a 
buddy of the notorious right-wing author David Irving 
with the aim of replacing its leadership with pro-BNP 
people. 

Griffin failed but left the door open for a variety of 
hardline people who were elected to the European 
Parliament or sat in the House of Lords to take over 
from some of the more liberal-minded people at the 
head of the party. 

Wisbech March and District Trades Council can be 
contacted at wisbechmarchtuc@phonecoop.coop. 
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News and analysis 


HUNGARY 


The empire of conspiracy: the axiomatic 


role of antisemitism in the ideology of 
the Hungarian extreme right 


By Peter Kreko 


“ONGOING GENOCIDE", 
“Tracking the Rulers of the 
World", “White Europe is under 
ultimate threat", “Hungary: 
100% Israel". These are some 
typical titles you can see on the 
front page of Bariddd (Barricade) 
magazine, the official weekly of 
the ultranationalist Hungarian 
Jobbik party. Jobbik is a 
considerable political force that 
gained 17% of the list votes in 
the 2010 parliamentary elections 
and, heading towards the 2014 
elections, still enjoys a similar level 
of support, with a core base of 
young, middle-class male voters. 
This weekly, as well as a lot of 
other channels (especially 
websites) that are openly 
supporting the far-right party, 
explains everything going on in 
the world as sinister plots against 
innocent people: the economic 
crisis, Roma vs non Roma conflict, 
sensational murders, rising (or 
sometimes falling) real estate 
prices are all the consequence of 
the machinations of the 
“background power" behind the 
scenes. And who constitutes these 
sinister forces? The response fits 
the old schemes: the Jews, inside 
and outside Hungary. From the 
most archaic medieval-style 
conspiracy theories such as the 


murders of young girls for ritual 
reasons, to the most modern 
forms such as the state of Israel 
intervening to the Hungarian 
domestic affairs through Israeli- 
Hungarian dual citizens in the 
political elite, these theories are 
articulated on an everyday level 
even by Jobbik politicians in the 
Hungarian Parliament. 

The ideology of Jobbik and the 
organisations and opinion-leaders 
around them even combine anti- 
Roma prejudice that was the main 
driving force for their success with 
traditional, classic antisemitic 
conspiracy theories. In their view, 
Jews and Israel deliberately stoke 
the fire of Roma-non-Roma 
confrontation to realise their 
“colonising”, “conquering” 
schemes. According to Jobbik's 
ideology, Jews are ultimately 
responsible for the Gypsy 
problem. Gypsies according to this 
logic are no more than the 
unconscious tool of a Jewish 
conspiracy aimed at subjugating 
Hungary. As a Jobbik MP, Mrs 
Lérant Hegediis, summarised it a 
few years ago: “The time has 
come to state it clearly: Israel is 
bent on conquering Hungary. This 
is a fact; as evidence, it is enough 
to look at the all but total 
monopoly of Israeli investments 


and real estate developments. 
And the Gypsies are a kind of 
biological weapon in this strategy. 
They are used as a means against 
the Hungarians just as, to use a 
simple analogy, a snow plough is 
hitched to a truck.” 

Of course, these explanations 
are not unknown in Western 
Europe either. Some Islamist 
communities share similar 
theories. And even if they are less 
and less influential among the 
increasing ideological impact of 
anti-Muslim politics, some 
populist far-right forces still use 
these as ideological tools, such as 
the British National Party, when 
Nick Griffin asserts, for example, 
that the rival English Defence 
League is the product of a Zionist 
conspiracy. But in Hungary, these 
theories are no longer confined to 
the margins of political discourse. 

The Hungarian public provides 
fertile ground. Research indicates 
the widespread popularity of 
conspiracy theories, which is at 
the same time the cause and the 
result of Jobbik's success. And it is 
not a temporary phenomenon: a 
lack of trust in political 
institutions, the press and the 
banks means theories that 
politicians and economic players 
are conspiring against the 
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HUNGARY 


Ready for action: paramilitaries of Jobbik's now-banned Hungarian Guard 


“people” (while the press, which is 
in the hands of those in power, 
hushes up such conspiracies) can 
easily take off. 

According to a representative 
survey carried out by the Median 
Institute based on the Political 
Capital Institute's questions, more 
than two-thirds of those asked 
agreed with the statement that 
“we never find out the truth from 
the media and the news, and 
everything important happens 
behind the scenes", and half 
agreed that “during the crisis 
powerful financial circles joined 
forces to destroy Hungary's 
economy in an effort to colonise 
the country”. Eighty-eight per 
cent of respondents agreed with at 
least one of five conspiracy 
theories, while 23 per cent agreed 
with all five. According to other 
research in 2011, conducted by 
Tarki and analysed by the Political 
Capital Institute, 50% of Jobbik 
voters think that mass immigration 
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of Jews and Israelis can be 
expected in the future, compared 
to less than 30% of the overall 
population. 

Research by Andras Kovacs in 
Hungary indicates that openly 
antisemitic statements are 
appearing in opinion polls much 
more frequently nowadays than a 
few years ago. He attributes this 
tendency to the “Jobbik-impact”: 
because of the frequent presence 
of antisemitic public discourse at 
the highest political levels, citizens 
are no longer afraid to express their 
antisemitic views, breaking the 
former taboos. 

Conspiracy stereotypes 
connected to Jews are not a new 
phenomenon but can be regarded 
partly as an archaic, collective 
legacy of the historic past of 
Europe. Conspiracy theories about 
Jews such as blood libel and well- 
poisoning sprang up in the Middle 
Ages, in a different form to the 
modern theories of today and 


embedded in a different, magical- 
transcendent world view, but, of 
course, there is some continuity in 
these schemes. Antisemitism was 
pretty widespread in Europe overall 
before the Second World War. 

The problem is that while in most 
Western European countries, after 
the Holocaust, the elaboration of 
these issues in public discourse, 
education and on the political level 
led to a decreasing psychological 
and political relevance of 
antisemitism, in countries of central 
eastern Europe where this topic 
was suppressed during the era of 
state socialism, these spectres can 
be easily resurrected and activated 
politically. 

And such conspiracy theories 
serve as really useful tools for the 
far right for several reasons. First of 
all, they provide an ultimate, 
axiomatic explanation for the 
world's ills. Furthermore, they 
name the enemy, therefore helping 
to legitimise radical measures taken 
against them, as well as to 
maintain the collective self-esteem 
of the group and satisfy its 
narcissistic needs: if all the political 
forces are conspiring against 
Hungary and the Real Hungarians, 
it really must be the chosen people! 
And of course, these theories are 
comforting because they help to 
distinguish between good and evil, 
and project responsibility onto a 
named enemy, as well as providing 
an outlet for hostile feelings. 

A worrying tendency, however, is 
that over the past few years we 
can observe that similar theories, 
sometimes in more subtle, but 
other times in their most manifest 
form, are gradually occupying the 
political mainstream as well. 
Conspiracy theorists such as 
Laszl6 Bogar, who explains literally 


every problem of the world 
through the background work of 
the “global financial/opinion 
empire”, is a frequent guest in the 
public media when it comes to 
explaining economic and social 
tendencies or speaking about the 
IMF. Béla Pokol, a political scientist 
whose favourite explanation 
scheme is the “Global order of 
domination”, has become a 
constitutional judge, delegated by 
governmental caucuses in 
parliament. 

And the most shocking case: 
Ferenc Szaniszl6 — an openly racist 
and antisemitic journalist who 
thinks, for example, that the red 
sludge catastrophe in Hungary was 
the result of Nato following an 
order by the IMF and firing a 
rocket into the reserve, that Jorg 
Haider, the former leader of the 
Austrian Freedom Party and 
Governor of Carinthia, was killed 
by drones, and that the Carpathian 
Basin is the scene of an eternal 
fight between Good and Bad - 
received a state award for his 
journalistic work. This gesture led 
to a huge scandal both 
domestically and internationally 
with the result that the Minister 
asked Szaniszlé to return the 
award. But even so, this case, 
alongside awards for a singer of an 
extreme right rock band and an 
archaeologist historian who is 
popular among the radical right for 
his theory on the Hungarian origin 
of Jesus Christ among other things, 
clearly reveals that the conspiracy 
world view that is dominant on the 
far-right cannot be labelled as 
marginal any more. 

What can be the explanation? 
While it would be completely false 
to say that the governing 
conservative party Fidesz and 


Jobbik have the same ideological 
approach, the world view of the 
“radical wing” of governmental 
forces and the “moderate wing" of 
Jobbik are not really far from each 
other. And the current political 
environment is just reducing the 
distance: the “freedom fight", as 
the Prime Minister calls it, for 
national sovereignty that results in 
many conflicts between the Council 
of Europe, the EU and its member 
states, the US and the Hungarian 
government results in a situation 
where conspiracy theories about 
coordinated Western attacks 
against the nation play a central 
role in government rhetoric. And 
even if the governmental side 
never uses antisemitic theories to 
explain the situation, the “syntax” 
of these theories is pretty similar 
and results in a similar world view, 
the only difference being the 
protagonist of the story. 
Furthermore, there are some strong 
historical roots that can make 
society more receptive to such 
ideas: most of the Hungarian 
heroes are freedom fighters who 
were fighting for independence 
during Turkish/Habsburg/Russian 
domination. 

The Hungarian example is a clear 
indication of how the current 
political environment, in the 
context of national history with its 
stereotypic antagonisms, can fuel 
conspiracy theorising. And this 
danger should not be 
underestimated. While conspiracy 
theories often seem innocently 
ridiculous at first sight, they pose a 
threat to democratic and social 
peace in different parts of Europe 
(and even elsewhere), and the 20th 
century clearly proved that 
conspiracy theories are capable of 
shaping history. 


Economist, university professor and conspiracy theorist 
Laszl6 Bogar 


To understand and challenge this 
rising threat, a group of think-tanks 
and institutions in Europe including 
the Political Capital Institute and 
Zachor Foundation in Hungary, 
Counterpoint UK, the Centre for 
Research on Prejudice in Poland, 
and IVO in Slovakia have an 
ongoing project called 
Deconspirator. The project, 
supported by Open Society 
Foundations and the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance, 
aim to research conspiracy theories 
and find the best tools to combat 
them. Visit the website of the 
project: www.deconspirator.com. 

Conspiracy theories are always 
sensitive and flourish in different 
political contexts. 


Peter Kreko is director of the 
Political Capital Institute, co-chair 
of the EU Radical Awareness 
Network RAN PREVENT working 
group, and assistant professor, 
Eétvés Lordnd University of 
Sciences. 
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olocaust deniers play 


footsie with Iran (again) 


By Leonard Zeskind 


THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC of Iran 
is replete with beautiful 
mountain vistas, a clean subway 
system and keen scholarly 
discussion, if the Institute for 
Historical Review's (IHR) Mark 
Weber is to be believed. The 
country is also the victim of the 
harmful depredations of a 
“Zionist-controlled Hollywood", 
according to Weber. He and 
more than 40 other non-lranians 
gathered with their Hollywood- 
hating Iranian peers for a four- 
day February conference in 
Tehran. Speakers from the United 
States, Europe and the Middle 
East claimed that Hollywood did 
everything from pollute their 
cultural environment to promote 
war with Iran. If you thought 
Americans were all skinny, that 
was a false impression caused by 
Hollywood. And if you looked 
around and thought about sex, 
well that too was the fault of 
Hollywood. 

It could have been a Christian 
right gathering in Mississippi 
for all the complaints about 
Hollywood films, except for the 
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chadors and protests of the 
international sanctions aimed at 
lran's nuclear bomb production 
plans. And Weber, a white 
nationalist with a long pedigree 
on the national socialist side of 
the street, does not usually get 
invited to Christian right events. 
As long-time Searchlight 
readers might remember, Weber 
began as a staffer for William 
Pierce's National Alliance in the 
early 1980s, moved over to a 
paid position at Willis Carto's 
Holocaust-denying IHR, and then 
succeeded in throwing off Carto's 
corporate control of IHR in the 
1990s and seizing it for himself. 
After the market in denial 
literature stagnated, Weber 
switched to straight-up 
antisemitica - ending up almost 
where he began. Weber still 
traffics in Hitlerism, as when he 
did a meeting with David Irving 
in Irvine, California last October. 
His talk in Iran, however, was all 
about “the Jews” and the 
“Zionists” controlling Hollywood, 
the media and everything else. 
“We are engaged in a great, 


global struggle," Weber 
declared, “that pits an arrogant 
and malevolent power that feels 
ordained to rule over others 
[here Weber means “the” Jews] 
on one side, and all other nations 
on the other." For Weber and his 
ilk, Hollywood is only the tip of 
their problem. Weber spent 
several days in Iran last 
September, where he no doubt 
struck many of the same themes. 

Also in Tehran with Weber was 
Merlin Miller, the once and 
future presidential candidate of 
the American Third Position 
(A3P), now calling itself the 
American Freedom Party. In 
some respects the party is a 
retread of the now folded 
Populist Party, including being 
founded and run by hardcore 
white nationalists and 
antisemites. Like the Populist 
Party, it also draws miserably low 
votes — fewer than 13,000 in a 
national election for Miller. 

The party's centre of activities 
is the southwest corner of the 
country. The national 
headquarters is a mail drop in 


Mark Weber (right) in Tehran 


Las Vegas, several blocks from 
where Don Wassall runs his 
tabloid, The Nationalist Times. 
When he lived in the Pittsburgh 
area, Wassall worked as the 
Populist Party's executive director, 
and published his personally- 
owned tabloid as part of that 
operation. He now lives in Las 
Vegas, and works closely with Los 
Angeles lawyer Daniel Johnson, 
who serves as party chairman. 
Miller's vice presidential partner 
was Virginia Abernethy, a retired 
university professor, a stalwart 
leader of the Council of 
Conservative Citizens, and well- 
known anti-immigrant activist. 
One of the party's other 
candidates was Harry Bertram 


in West Virginia, a role he long 
ago performed for the now-gone 
Populist Party. Antisemites bond 
with antisemites; in this context, 
Miller's invitation and attendance 
at the Iranian gathering makes 
completely sense. Indeed, he 
was with Weber last September 
when they both were in Iran and 
met with President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad. (Remember 

David Duke was in Teheran for 

a Holocaust denial conference 

in 2006.) 

Less understandable was the 
presence of former United States 
Senator Mike Gravel. An anti- 
war liberal Democrat during the 
Vietnam era, he served two six- 
year terms before losing an 


Merlin Miller, American Third Position 


election in 1980. In 2008, 
Gravel became a member of 
the Libertarian Party — an 
organisation now on the 
periphery of much of the Tea 
Party movement. Shifting even 
further to the right, Gravel joined 
Willis Carto, the Holocaust 
denier, at a Barnes Review 
conference in 2003. Gravel 
claims he is not a Holocaust 
denier. But one has to wonder 
what he thought he was 
accomplishing in Teheran. 

In the end, all of the talk of 
“Hollywoodism" in Teheran 
begins to sound much like the 
ranting of those promoting 
Holocaust denial, particularly 
from the likes of Weber. 
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News and analysis 


olice bugged fascists’ 
olotov cocktail lessons 


By Alfio Bernabei 


HERE IS SOME advice from a 
neo-Nazi on how to handle a bomb, a 
Molotov cocktail to be precise. “Keep 
calm, it doesn't explode. A Molotov 
cocktail never explodes. It makes a 
flame. As long as the petrol doesn't get 
into contact with the flame ... it's not 
that the bottle explodes in your hands 
and you lose your fingers, it will never 
happen ... keep that off your mind ... 
As you hold the thing in your hands, 
the flame comes from inside ..." 

It may not sound very scientific. And 
probably not very safe either. Enrico 
Tarantino's main preoccupation in 
giving lessons on how to handle 
Molotov cocktails was to teach his 
“boys” not to be too afraid. His pupils 
were apparently very young. The dots, 
the hesitations, are transcribed from 
the recording of one of the tutorials. 
The police Special Branch had planted 
listening devices. 

There is more, much more, in the 
documentation attached to a dossier 
of evidence that at the end of January 
led to the arrests of ten far-right 


Helmeted CasaPound fascists on the rampage 
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militants in Naples (two kept in jail, 
including Tarantino, others under 
house arrest) as part of an ongoing 
investigation into the activities of 
members of CasaPound and Militia. 
They are two of the Nazi-fascist 
organisations that have set up 
branches in that town. 

Way back in November 2009 
Searchlight reported how CasaPound 
had occupied a Neapolitan convent 
belonging to the municipality and how 
about five thousand antifascists staged 
a rally demanding their eviction from 
the building. The protest was 
unsuccessful. Not long after that a 
series of incidents took place which 
prompted the police Special Branch to 
start intercepting the telephone calls of 
the “third millennium fascists” and 
plant listening devices in some of the 
premises they used. Those arrested are 
accused of belonging to an armed 
gang, of subversive association, of 
illegal possession of weapons and 
explosive material and incendiary 
devices and of resistance to the police. 

Among the listed episodes of 
violence the Nazi gangs are accused of 
is the knifing of two students in the 
literature department of Naples 
university in April 2011 and an attack 
with Molotov cocktails two months 
later against Laboratorio Insurgencia, a 
left-wing youth social centre. 

Tarantino, 26, the Molotov cocktail 
instructor and a Nazi with political 
ambitions who stood at local elections 


while posting messages to 
commemorate Hitler's birthday, was a 
member of CasaPound. It now 
appears that he has been expelled and 
has joined a rival Nazi organisation, 
Militia, so antisemitic in nature that the 
Jewish community in Rome as a whole 
will be represented as a plaintiff at the 
forthcoming trial on 17 April against 
ten of its militants arrested in a police 
raid in the capital in December 2011. 

Tarantino's expulsion is said to have 
been decided by the current chief of 
CasaPound in Naples, Emanuela 
Florino, nicknamed “/a ducessa”, (the 
female Duce) and daughter of an ex- 
member of the Italian Senate. She is 
one of those under house arrest. In her 
profile online she describes herself as 
devoted to “the mysticism of fascism", 
which sounds very close to the jargon 
used by the Nazi-fascist philosopher 
Julius Evola. “Fascism was a 
revolution” she claims “the only 
revolution that has taken place in Italy, 
representing an advanced social vision, 
a flourishing of the arts and of 
honesty. Fascism was building things, 
while what is known as neofascism 
only stands on the defensive. We want 
to build." On the “mystic” aspects of 
fascism she adds: “In fascism 
everything has to do with mysticism 
because the fascist way of conceiving 
life is mystical." 

She sounded less convoluted when it 
came to practicalities. In preparation 
for armed attacks, according to the 


police intercepts, she recommended: 
“Everyone must wear a helmet. [We 
of CasaPound in] Naples must collect 
as many as possible ... this evening go 
out and steal them.” In a separate 
intercept she orders: “[We of 
CasaPound in] Naples must have 


helmets, sticks, bombs and what else.” 
The police documentation shows 
how some of those arrested planned to 
rape a Jewish university student. “1 
have to hit her”, one is heard saying 
“either hit her or rape her till | get 
blood out of her c***". Another target 


was a Jewish jeweller in the town. 
According to a local magistrate, Rosario 
Cantelmo, some of those arrested 
devoted themselves to teaching new 
young recruits about racial hatred and 
antisemitism at meetings during which 
Hitler's Mein Kampf was discussed. 


Di Canio: you can tell a fascist by his mentors 


By Alfio Bernabei 


“| DON'T WANT to talk about 
politics” said Paolo Di Canio, I'm not a 
political person, | will only talk about 
football.” And coming under pressure 
from a Sunderland worried about the 
integrity of the club, their new 
manager and reactions from outraged 
supporters, he said he does not 
support “the ideology of fascism”. 
First, when it comes to fascism Di 
Canio is actually quite good at mixing 
politics and football and knows how 
to exploit the medium of television for 
a bit of propaganda. 

In 2010, invited as a commentator on 
one of Italy's sports programmes, 
Guida al Campionato, he used the 
opportunity to pay homage to one of 
his best friends, Paolo Signorelli, who 
had recently died. Except that Signorelli 
had nothing to do with football and 
very much to do with politics. 

He was the main ideologue and 
among the founder members of the 
fascist Ordine Nuovo (New Order), 
which was an attempt at reforming 
the Fascist Party, banned by the 
Constitution and forcibly dissolved by 
the Italian government in 1973. 
Members and a leader of Ordine 
Nuovo participated in several terrorist 
attacks, including the 1969 Piazza 
Fontana bombing in Milan, the 1970 
Rome-Messina train attack, a grenade 
attack at a 1974 anti-fascist rally, and 


the 1974 Italicus Express bombing. 
Arrested in the 1980s on suspicion of 
having ordered the killing of two 
magistrates and of involvement in 
several atrocities, including the Bologna 
bombing that killed 85 people, 
Signorelli, the “Black (shirt) Professor” 
as he was called, spent over ten years 
in prison. He ended up being acquitted 
on all counts except for participation in 
an armed organisation with subversive 
aims. His funeral in Rome, attended by 
over 400 people including Di Canio, 
was very much a fascist affair with the 
Nazi-fascist salute. 

In the television programme before an 
audience of millions who had tuned in 
for sports news Di Canio described 
Signorelli as “the greatest man that | 
ever encountered on the path of my 
life”. He went on: “I salute him in the 
most beautiful way, as we always did 
up to the last moment we looked at 
each other, which makes me say ‘in 
alto i cuori, caro Prof." The last few 
words can be translated as “let's raise 
our hearts together, dear professor”. 
Not just politics, but emotionally 
effective fascist propaganda. 

The armed organisation in which 
Signorelli participated was the Armed 
Revolutionary Nuclei (NAR), formed by 
Roberto Fiore and Massimo Morsello, 
who, after they fled Italy, were 
convicted in absentia for organising an 


armed group that had carried out 
robberies to procure weapons. Media 
coverage has focussed on Di Canio's 
former club Lazio, where he started his 
footballing career in 1985 and for 
which he played again from 2004 to 
2006. Di Canio formed a close 
relationship with Lazio's racist fans, the 
ultras, to whom he made fascist salutes 
during games. These fans and their 
abusive racist and antisemitic chants 
are tolerated by the club, which also 
counts among its prominent supporters 
Forza Nuova, the party that Fiore 
formed after he returned from exile. 
Secondly, there is an interview with 

Di Canio that says it all about his “not 
supporting the ideology of fascism” 
when coming under pressure from a 
management. After criticisms for 
making the fascist salute in public, 
claiming the right to free expression of 
his fascist beliefs, he said: “I will 
continue my battle for freedom even 
with more determination than before. 

| will do so in the appropriate places 
until | have strength in my body." He 
went on: “From today | will avoid 
certain situations (i.e. public displays of 
the fascist salute) but the people who 
share certain values when | looked 
them in the eyes will know what | 
mean, | am not the kind of person who 
has second thoughts.” A fascist to the 
end. Sunderland knows the score. 
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Uitra-rightists protest 
in support of 
convicted terrorists 


By Natasha Yudina of the Sova Centre 


ULTRA-RIGHTISTS DEMONSTRATED 
on 1 March in support of far-right 
militia leaders who had just been 
sentenced for long prison terms. In 
past years the activities on 1 March, 
which are dedicated to “heroes”, 
were held in memory of Pskov 
paratroopers killed in combat in 
Chechnya in 2000, but this year the 
chosen “heroes” were Vladimir 
Kvachkov and Leonid Khabarov. 

Kvachkov, leader of the People’s 
Militia in the Name of Minin and 
Pozharsky (NOMP) was sentenced on 
8 February to 13 years in a penal 
colony for collaboration in terrorist 
acts and attempted armed rebellion. 
Kvachkov, a retired colonel of the 
Chief Intelligence Directorate (GRU), 
had plotted to seize weapons from 
several military units and organise an 
armed march on Moscow for the 
forceful overthrow of power, 
prosecutors said. Nationalists had 
earlier held demonstrations in support 
of Kvachkov on 23 February. 

Reserve Colonel Khabarov was 
sentenced in the Sverdlovsk regional 
court on 26 February to four and a 
half years in a penal colony for the 
illegal purchase, transfer, sale, storage, 
transportation or carrying of weapons, 
ammunition, explosives and explosive 
devices. Other NOMP members were 
also convicted in these cases. 

The demonstrations on 1 March 
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were also in support of the so-called 
“real Cossack" Evgeny Strigin, who 
was convicted of the murder of an 
ethnic Karachay. Actions were held in 
18 cities, but none drew significant 
crowds. 

Two days later on 3 March, the far 
right Novokuznetsk “Russian Patriotic 
Club", echoing its western European 
counterparts, held a demonstration 
against the construction of mosques. 

Otherwise, nationalists were barely 
visible in protests such as Moscow's 
March for Muscovites' Rights. The 
only far-right representatives at the 
March for Children's Rights was 
Sergei Baburin of the Russian All- 
Peoples’ Union (who spoke at the 
meeting) and activists from the 
“Russian Demography” fund, which 
is a Russian Image project. 

We note however the creation of 
the group “for the introduction of a 
visa regime with the countries of 
Central Asia and the Caucasus”, 
initiated by the New Power party. 
Members held pickets under the 
slogan in several Russian cities in 
February. An analogous group was 
formed by Konstantin Krylov's 
National Democratic Party (NDP). 

A statement in the same vein was 
made on 11 February in the form of a 
vote by members of the Coordination 
Council of the Opposition (KSO), “on 
the need to abolish the visa-free 


regime with the countries of Central 
Asia". However, nearly none of the 
liberal or left-wing members of the 
council participated in the vote. It is 
Sova's position that the statement was 
simply populist posturing in a play to 
xenophobic sentiment in society. 

During March, ultra-right activists 
assaulted 18 people in Moscow, St 
Petersburg, the Ryazan and Voronezh 
regions, and the Komi Republic. 

This brings the total of people 
targeted in racist attacks this year to 
44 people, including three killed, in 
Moscow and the Moscow region; St 
Petersburg; the Vologda, Voronezh, 
Kaluga and Ryazan regions; the Komi 
Republic and the Khanti-Mansi 
Autonomous Region. The figures do 
not include victims of violence in the 
North Caucasus. 

March 2013 saw at least five acts 
of vandalism that could be seen as 
motivated by hatred or neo-Nazi 
ideology, making a total of at least 15 
such incidents since the start of the 
year. In February an Ulyanovsk Jewish 
community centre and a Moscow 
Orthodox church were vandalised. 

The far right tried to disseminate 
news of the conviction and 
sentencing of Muscovite Aleksandra 
Lotkova to three years in prison, 
arguing not only that she was acting 
in self-defence, but also that the 
judge, prosecutor and one of her 


victims were “non-Russian”. 

Another story that drew nationalist 
attention was the death of Zenit St 
Petersburg fan Evgeny Dmitriev by a 
blow from “Caucasian” sportsman 
Ilya Khubaev. About 200 Zenit fans 
gathered (along with riot police) on 
24 March at St Petersburg's 
Kuibyshev District Court, where an 
application to change the sanction on 
Khubaev was under review. 
Fortunately there was no altercation 
between the crowd and the police. 

Nationalists continued their 
Kondopoga Technology campaign, 
propagandising crimes in order to 
mobilize supporters. One was the 
murder on 2 February of eight-year- 
old Vasilisa Galitzyna of Naberezhnye 
Chelny. The suspected killer is an 
Uzbek native, Farukh Tashbaev. 
Far-right websites ran detailed 
descriptions of the murder, which 
the NDP capitalised on for its visa 
regime project. 

March was not a great month for 
the ultra-right in terms of party- 
building and general organisation. 
The New Power party was denied 
registration after the Ministry of 
Justice found some items in the 
group's application to be out of line 
with the federal legislation on party 
rules. The “Russians” association 
saw a factional split after Georgy 
Borovikov was replaced by Anton 
Severny as the head of the 
movement's Moscow branch in a 
party election. 

We saw six convictions for racist 
violence in March 2013: in the 
Kaluga, Nizhny Novgorod, Samara 
and Sverdlovsk regions; the Republic 
of Bashkortostan and Karelia. These 
sentences involved 11 individuals, the 
most notable being two members of 
Sverdlovsk neo-Nazi Volkssturm 
group. This means so far this year 
there have been nine convictions for 
violent crimes categorized by a court 


as motivated by hate. These rulings 
sentenced 15 individuals in eight 
regions of the country. 

We know of one sentence for 
xenophobic vandalism delivered in 
March 2013. Moscow's Khamovniki 
District Court convicted Yuri 
Piotrovsky for vandalism motivated 
by religious hatred and enmity, after 
he poured ink on two icons at the 
Christ the Saviour Cathedral in 
September 2012. He was sentenced 
to a year of restricted freedom, 
during which period he is banned 
from Christian churches. 

Six decisions convicted as many 
people in five regions of the country 
for xenophobic propaganda, bringing 
the total for the year so far to 18 
rulings against 18 people in 16 
regions for racist and other ultra-right 
propaganda. 

Of particular note in March was 
the addition of Hunter, by the US 
racist writer William Pierce, to the 
Federal List of Extremist Materials. 
Hunter, which Pierce, founder of the 
National Alliance, wrote in 1984 
under the pseudonym Andrew 
Macdonald, is the story of a Vietnam 
veteran who embarks on a plan to 
murder interracial couples and liberal 


journalists and politicians in 
Washington DC. 

Other additions to the list in 
February and March included 
xenophobic and other videos on the 
social network V Kontakte; a leaflet 
calling for attacks on antifascist 
activists; the poem “Be Russian!" 
published in the newspaper News 
of the Slavs of Southern Russia; 
materials from the Islamist party 
Hizb ut-Tahrir; Muslim chants; the 
websites Ingushetia Online and 
angusht.com; and anti-Russian art 
posted to an online Circassian 
nationalist forum. 

The Federal List of Extremist 
Organisations was updated to include 
the religious association "Horde", 
which was deemed extremist by the 
Kizilsky District Court of Chelyabinsk 
in November 2012. It also now 
includes the Omsk public political 
organisation Russian National Unity, 
which was deemed extremist as long 
ago as October 2002 by the Omsk 
Regional Court. The List now contains 
31 entries — not including 19 
organisations considered terrorist. 
Anyone caught actively promoting 
these groups risk prosecution for 
running an extremist organisation. 


Former military intelligence officer Vladimir Kvachkov plotted armed rebellion 
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By Gerry Gable 


LAST YEAR ONE of our infiltrators in 
the far right informed us that a man 
using the false name Steve Davis 
was stalking antifascists in the 
Merseyside area. We soon 
uncovered his real name, Ralph 
Hebden, and exposed him as a 
serving Royal Marine commando. 

An article in the April 2012 issue 
of Searchlight about the return of 
far-right paramilitaries featured a 
picture of Hebden with other British 
National Party activists distributing 
leaflets near the TUC conference in 
Liverpool in September 2009. The 
article highlighted the Combined 
Ex-Forces (CXF), who had protected 
BNP leaders Nick Griffin and Simon 
Darby at their overnight Protect the 
Poppy vigil in November 2011 and 
their allies, the North West Infidels, 
a splinter from the English Defence 
League, which had threatened to 
shoot the anti-capitalist Occupy 
protesters outside St Paul's 
cathedral. 

Most of these paramilitaries had 
no actual military links but Hebden 
had served at least two tours of 
active serve in Afghanistan. He was 
bragging about his potential to 
recruit for the far right among 
servicemen fed up with fighting an 
increasingly pointless war in which 
several of their comrades had lost 
their lives, and who were facing 
redundancy. | contacted a member 
of the House of Lords after getting 
no interest from MPs of the three 
main parties, and over the following 
months supplied intelligence on this 
Nazi to his Unit Commanding 
Officer. No action was taken though 
there appeared to be concerns at a 
national level in military intelligence, 
MI5 and similar bodies. 

| was eventually told that Hebden 
had been interviewed and reminded 
to avoid political activity. Far from 
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being admonished he was sent 
with a security unit to guard the 
Olympics. He continued to be 
active certainly with senior BNP 
members — having in the past acted 
as a personal bodyguard to Griffin 
— and some who were moving 
towards the group that was to 
form the British Democratic Party. 

When he disappeared from his 
barracks in Arbroath on 11 March 
shortly before his wife was due have 
their baby, he may have been under 
pressure from his senior officers as 
he had turned up at the annual 
memorial meeting held in honour 
of the founder of the BNP John 
Tyndall, at which he had presented 
raffle prizes. The meeting attracted 
Nazis and fascists from most of 
Britain's extreme-right parties as well 
as some Ulster loyalist paramilitaries. 
His Nazi pals had obscured his face 
on photos taken at the event, but 
we suggested the military authorities 
look for the originals. 

At least one newspaper in 
Scotland reprinted our exposure of 
his Nazi links. Two weeks after 
Hebden vanished, another Royal 
Marine was found dead on the 
same base. A week later Hebden's 
body was recovered from the sea a 
few miles up the coast from where 
he was last seen. 

A fulsome obituary appeared on 
the hardline Nazi Heritage and 
Destiny website, which described 
him as a “brave patriot, nationalist 
activist [and] Heritage and Destiny 
contributor". The writer, Peter 
Rushton, revealed: “After | split 
from Griffin in 2002, Ralph became 
an important contact for Heritage 
and Destiny inside the North West 
BNP, building bridges between 
various factions and regularly 
attending H&D events, including all 
three John Tyndall Memorial events 


orce 


in Preston, Lancashire. Despite the 
enmity between H&D and the BNP, 
Mike Whitby, the BNP Liverpool 
organiser, reprinted the “excellent” 
obituary a few days later, no doubt 
with an eye to securing an invitation 
for Griffin to pay tribute to Hebden 
at the funeral. 

| was accused by some hardline 
Nazis of driving Hebden to his 
death, which is odd when one of 
those kicking up a fuss is thought 
to have had links with the German 
National Socialist Underground 
which in over a decade had killed 
with impunity and left a bad smell 
about who in the German Security 
Services had failed to stop them 
and why. 

Let's hope the turning of a blind 
eye to Hebden is not symptomatic 
of too many blind eyes being turned 
in the UK to similarly disturbing cases. 


Ralph Hebden on a BNP activity in Liverpool, 
September 2009 
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Searchlight 50" Anniversary Fund-Raising Committee 
LAUNCH EVENT 


Saturday 1st June 2013 


7pm doors open for 7.30pm start 
Tayo Aluko 


renowned for his show ‘Call Mr Robeson’ will be performing 


From Black Africa to the White House 


A journey of Resistance, Triumph and Spirituals 


‘Excellent reminder of Mr. Robeson and Negro Spirituals’, Margie Rees, Dallas/Lagos 


‘A great performance. Entertaining, educative, enlightening and thought-provoking. A rare showcase of an 
artist’s interest in improving the lot, and promoting the music of African Americans.’ |keogu Oke, Lagos 


Music and conversation after the interval from 
The Travelling Irons 


Roberto Foth on violin, Ulrike Schmidt on guitar with special guest musicians 


Theatro Technis, 26 Crowndale Rd, NW1 1TT 
Tickets: £10 and £7 non-waged 


(discounts for bookings of 6 or more) 
Available at www.searchlightmagazine.com 
To pay by cheque please call first to check availability on 020 8550 1805 


THIS EVENT WILL SELL OUT please book early to avoid disappointment 


